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James W. Mace: A “Peculiar” Civil War Veteran of North
Carolina, Indiana, Iowa, and Missouri
By Sara Mace Kidd
sarakinva@gmail.com

There is only one Civil War veteran in my family tree, and he was a bit
of an unusual fellow. James W. Mace, my third great-grandfather, was
born into a Quaker family in Carteret County, North Carolina in 1819.
His middle name at birth was Thomas, but he later used “W", possibly for “William” after his
father.1 William Mace died in 1831 while on his way to Indiana to investigate the possibility
of settling there. James was just 12 years old. William’s widow Rhoda (Davis) Mace and her
children left North Carolina shortly after, following other Quaker families to Wayne County,
Indiana where she later married a second time to Joel Hiatt.2
The Hiatt/Mace family moved on to Henry County, Iowa Territory in 1843 where they
settled by other Quakers near the village of Salem.3 James soon purchased land, married,
and started his family. But in 1858, his wife died of pneumonia,
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Leadership Notes..........President's Message May 2021
We are getting even closer to a time when we can meet
in person! Even if we are able to meet in person this
Fall, we will keep using Zoom at our meetings. We
now have several members who don't live in Hampton
Roads. Check our new members, one of them is from
Ohio, wow!
As our Society grows in members, we are also growing in
benefits. Thanks to Heather Wright, we now have G-Suite for
our society emails and digital papers. Rachel Greenberg was
able to get a VBGS YouTube channel. We have been uploading
society meeting videos. Check out page 8 on the details. Carmen
Cross, our Webmaster, is working on a members-only part of our
website. This is where we plan to put the surname list and links to
meeting videos. As long as you pay your dues each year, you will
have access to the members only section via a password, which
will change each year.
Many of our committees need help. If you have travel ideas for
genealogy research, contact Debby Christian. If you know a lot of
about computers and genealogy, contact Linda Brown. Bringing
our Education Committee back, Heather Wright need ideas for
lessons and speakers. Bob Bruce is always looking for speakers for
our meetings. Carol Johnson would welcome ideas for the
meetings for the Writers Group. Barbara Murray, is looking for a
Social Media Influencer. We have accounts in Facebook, YouTube
and Twitter, and we need someone who can help promote our
society. Let Barbara know if you can help her. Please stay safe and
healthy!
Wendy Bransom
VBGS was founded 1983 for educational purposes.
The objectives of this Society are:
a. To help individuals conduct their genealogical research
and compile their family histories
b. To aid individuals by educational means, including
lectures, discussions and workshops
c. To create and foster an interest in genealogy
d. To gather and preserve genealogical and historical data.
Membership: $25 Individual and $35 Family:
https://vbgsva.net/membership/ Mail applications, questions
and address changes to: VBGS P.O. Box 62901 Virginia Beach,
VA 23466-2901. To contact VBGS Board Members, Committee
Chairs and Group Leaders visit
https://vbgsva.net/about-contact/
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Edward Northcraft

Carmen Cross
carmensuecross@yahoo.com
Edward Northcraft, who was born on August 18, 1758, in Frederick County
Maryland, seems to have been everywhere in the northern theatre of the
American Revolution.1 On or about May 1, 1776, Edward enlisted in the Maryland Flying
Camp under Captain Benjamin Spyker.2 After his term of service ended on December 10,
1776 and his discharge at Philadelphia, Edward then volunteered and returned to
Washington’s army on the Delaware River where he joined Captain Henry Gaither’s
company of the Maryland Continental Line. Edward was with Washington at Valley Forge
and was one of the soldiers who honored Washington’s plea not to desert but to stay the
course. Edward served in many battles, including Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine,
Monmouth and White Plains. He ended his military service at the Battle of Yorktown in
1781, where he and his fellow soldiers “opened the trenches upon Cornwallis” in
preparation for the siege and final assault against the British general. After Cornwallis’
surrender on October 19, 1781, Edward was charged with guarding the surrendering
prisoners at Fredericktown (now Frederick), Maryland.
As I write this article, I cannot help but think how bewildered Edward Northcraft, my 9th
great-grandfather, would be at my fascination with his military service during the American
Revolution. To him and many of his generation, they were fighting for independence not for
how history would remember them. Thanks to their bravery and fortitude, I have the luxury
of sitting and marveling at “Yorktown,” “Valley Forge,” “Lafayette” and “Cornwallis’
surrender” 240 years later. The American spirit lives on ….
1. The majority of the information in this article was taken from Edward’s Revolutionary War pension file.
Edward Northcraft, pension no. S. 8920 (Maryland); digital image, “U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900,” Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 18
June 2019); Case Files of Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Applications Based on Revolutionary War
Service, compiled ca. 1800 - ca. 1912, documenting the period ca. 1775 - ca. 1900 (NARA microfilm
publication M804, 2,670 rolls); Record Group 15: Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs; National
Archives, Washington, D.C.
2. The Flying Camp was created by George Washington but was modeled after 18th century European units.
The Flying Camp, whose soldiers came from Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, was similar to our rapid
response force or “mobile reserve.” Richard Lee Baker, “Villainy and Maddness”: Washington’s Flying Camp
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2011), 9.

Publicity Committee
Getting involved in Virginia Beach Genealogical Society allows you have an idea of the
workings of the society. You will learn how the society functions and meet members
who are dedicated to make our society the best it can be.
The society needs to fill the Social Media Influencer position (FaceBook, Twitter etc.).
We need your talents and expertise. If this position might interest you, please
contact Publicity Committee Chair, Barbara Murray, at publicity@vbgsva.net
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Upcoming Events and Conferences
2021 Meetings
Send an email to meetings@vbgsva.net
to attend VBGS Zoom meetings. Respond
to each meeting that you want to attend
in a separate email, and state in subject
line name of event. The waiting room
opens 15-30 minutes before each event.
13 MAY: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom
at 7:00 pm, Topic: "The Life and Records
of the Atlantic Pirates," Speaker: Dan Earl
18 MAY: Mount Vernon Genealogical
Society via Zoom from 1:00 - 3:00 pm,
Topic: "Making a Federal Case out of It,"
Presenter: Judy Russell, Non-members are
welcome to attend one event each year
free of charge. Register no later than May
12. Click here or by email your name and
address to contact-us@mvgenealogy.org.
18 MAY: VBGS Computer User Group via
Zoom, 7:00 pm, Topic: "Countdown to the
1950 Census," Lisa Louise Cooke Elevenses
series, episode 51
24 MAY: VBGS Writers Group via Zoom, at
7:00 pm Topic: Discussion TBD.
1 JUN: VBGS How-to-Group class, Topic:
"Chronicling America" (Library of
Congress newspaper site), Presenter:
Heather Wright
10 JUN: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom,
7:00 pm, VBGS Business Meeting and
Speaker Heather Wright, Topic:
"Corresponding with U.S. and foreign
people for genealogy assistance"
9 SEP: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom,
at 7:00 pm, Topic: "Reconstructing our
Family Stories,"Presenter: Annette Burke
Lyttle

14 OCT: VBGS Monthly Meeting via
Zoom, at 7:00 pm, Topic: "DNA for African
American," Presenter: Nicka Smith
11 NOV: VBGS Monthly Meeting via
Zoom, at 7:00 pm, Topic: "Ancestors in the
U.S. Military: Online & in Military
Archives," Presenter Dr. Margaret
McMahon
2021 Conferences
19-20 MAY: The NGS 2021 Family History
Conference cannot be held in Richmond,
Virginia in May 2021 due to Virginia state
COVID restrictions. A virtual conference
will offer NGS LIVE! and an expansive OnDemand series of more than 85 lectures.
Visit the NGS conference website
(conference.ngsgenealogy.org) to see the
full program.
15-16 OCT: VGS Fall 2021 Conference is
two days. There are four sessions each day
with multiple speakers and topics. It will
be recorded; registrants have 90 days after
the conference to view. Check out VGS.org
for more information in the coming
months.
29-30 OCT: The North Carolina
Genealogical Society Fall 2021 Conference
will be held at the McKimmon Conference
and Training Center in Raleigh NC. Go to
https://www.ncgenealogy.org/ for details
on the conference when they are
available.
Did you know the
1950 census will be
released in April of
2022? While you
wait for it, check out
this link from the
National Archives
on the census!
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Things You May Not Know About
HathTrust Digital Library is a largescale collaborative repository of digital
content from research libraries including
content digitized via Google Books and
the Internet Archive digitization
initiatives, as well as content digitized
locally by libraries. Click here to check it
out.
At the last VBGS Computer User Group,
Deborah Paxson shared this information
on researching Early Virginia
Immigrants.
* "Early Virginia Immigrants" by George
Cabell Greer free e-book, just google it
* "Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of
Virginia Land Patents and Grants 16231800" by Nell Marion Mugent
* Ancestry.com will allow you to search
"Virginia Immigrants" 1623-1666.
National Archives: In lieu of the autumn
2020 Virtual Genealogy Fair that could
not be held due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we are pleased to offer a new
Genealogy Series! Instead of a single-day
event, the program sessions will be
broadcast individually during May and
June. You are invited to watch and
participate in real time with the
presenters and family historians from
around the world on YouTube.
ACPL: Check out the books digitized by
the Internet Archive for the Allen County
Public Library Genealogy Center in Fort
Wayne Indiana. They even have books
from England. Click below
https://archive.org/details/allen_county.
Fun Geneaogy YouTube Channels: Try
some of these channels online for
genealogy
- DearMYRTLE: Practical, down-to-earth
advice for family historians. It's all about
sharing the latest info for finding
documents providing evidence of those

elusive ancestors. Click here.
- Genealogy TV Channel Trailer. Learn
about Genealogy TV in this channel trailer.
See what programs are produced and when
they upload each week. Click here.
- FamilySearch: Our Desire to Connect
with the Past, Present and Future:
Click here.
- Popular Videos - Genealogy: The most
watched videos on Genealogy, Click here.
- FindMypast: Their channel is from
England. Check out their videos here.
Free World Maps offers a variety of digital
maps from each corner of the globe. World
maps, continent maps, country maps,
region maps all available.
http://www.freeworldmaps.net/
Carol Elgin was working with Mel Smith of
the Connecticut State Library in Hartford.
She needed help on understanding the
naturalizations process. Mel provided
these links to her for assistance. Carol,
thanks for sharing this with us! For
information about naturalizations, view
this YouTube video. For important daterelated information about when the census
was taken, please see this link.
Have you ever checked out Genealogy and
Family History at usa.gov/genealogy? It
has tips and links on Research Ancestors
(National Archives, State archives, the US
Census Bureau, Statue of Liberty - Elis, The
Nationwide Gravesite Locater, Tracing
Native American heritage and the Library
of Congress.) and US Census Information.
Check them out.
From "Dear Abby"........
Dear Abby: I have always wanted to have
my family history traced, but I can't afford
to spend a lot of money to do it.
Any suggestions? -Sam in California
Dear Sam: Yes. Run for public office.
From Rootsweb.com - Genealogy Humor
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Absalom Baird
By Heather Wright
heatherwright@vbgsva.net
Absalom Baird, my first cousin six times removed, served in the U. S. Army
from 1849-1888. Not only does he serve in numerous operations across our
young country, including the Civil War, he is a Professor of Mathematics at
West Point from 1853-1859. During the Civil War, he participates in many
battles, including the first Bull Run in 1861, the Peninsular Campaign in 1862, the Battle of
Cumberland Gap in 1863, and Sherman’s March to the Sea in 1864. By the end, he ranks as a
Brevet Major General.
Though I probably have relatives in every war and conflict the
United States has ever been involved in, Absalom stands out for a
non-combat role. In October 1865, at age 42, Absalom is appointed
Commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands (the Freedman’s Bureau) for the State of
Louisiana.
Still on my to-do list is digging into the details of his time in this
role and what he was able to accomplish. If I can, it would be nice to
make a connection between his work as a Commissioner and
another family line that ended up as plantation owners in West
Feliciana Parish, Louisiana. One cousin an officer for the Union,
another for the Confederacy -- that would be an interesting tale to
untangle.

sources:
* George Norbury Mackenzie LL.B., editor, Colonial Families of the United States of
America (Baltimore, Maryland: The Seaforth Press, 1917), Vol. 6.
* Jane M. Fulcher, editor, Family Letters In A Civil War Century: Achesons, Wilsons,
Brownsons, Wisharts, and others of Washington, Pa. (Aveila, Pa: n.p., 1986).
* Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders (Baton Rouge, LA:
Louisiana State University Press, 1992).
* Recent Deaths, "Absalom Baird," Army-Navy-Air Force register and defense times Vol. 38
(Jul 1905).
* Database, Thirty-sixth Annual Reunion of the Association Graduates of the United States
Military Academy, at West Point, New York June 13, 1905

VBGS Scholarship

https://vbgsva.net/membership/membership-scholarship/
Has the pandemic hit you financially, are you on limited income or are you a student with
virtually no income? Apply for a VBGS Scholarship to continue or start a membership.
These scholarships are for a one-year membership (September to August) in the Society.
Scholarships will be given for either an individual or household membership. The
confidential applications will be considered a committee appointed by the President.
Criteria to be considered will include need and apparent interest in genealogy by the
applicant.
The application can be found on the VBGS website under the membership tab.
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Finding Dad in the Census
Diana Queen
dewquinn@gmail.com

In the summer of 2012, when Ancestry.com announced that it had indexed

all of the 1940 census records, I knew I would finally find Dad. A few months
prior, I found his sisters in their hometown of Borger, Texas, but he was not
listed as he had joined the Navy earlier that year. The Navy was his second choice. The
Marine recruiter told him he was too skinny to be a Marine.
Dad was the only Whit Bryan in the 1940 census, and he was
attending the Hospital Corps School at the U.S. Naval Hospital
in San Diego. He left San Diego for Hawaii and was stationed at
the Mobile Naval Hospital #2 when Pearl Harbor was bombed.
Dad served in the Navy for 29 years. Two years before he retired,
he served with the 3rd Marine Division in Vietnam. The 1950
census will be released next year, and I look forward to finding
Dad once again.
* 1940 U.S. Census, San Diego, California, population schedule, San Diego, civil district
78, enumeration district 62-119, page 12B, U. S. Naval Hospital; digital images,
Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 April 2021); citing NARA
microﬁlm publication T627, roll 00450.
* 1940 U.S. Census, Hutchinson, Texas, population census, Borger, civil district 23,
enumeration district 117-2B, page 3B, household 67, Marie M. Bryan household;
digital images, Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 April 2021);
Whit Criswell Bryan 1920 - 2001
citing NARA microﬁlm publication T627, roll 4073.
* “Only 1 More Year to the Release of the 1950 U.S. Census,” Eastman's Online
Genealogy Newsletter (https://eogn.com/page-18080/10235334: accessed 24 April 2021).

WikiTree Tips  https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Stickers
You can add little fun stickers to your ancestors. Here are a few codes:
- {{FindAGrave|84472961}} - put this in someone's bio, use their number from find a grave
- {{1776 | category = American Revolution}} - use this for an American Patriot
- {{Society Ancestor|society=DAR|ancestor=A094762}} - use this for an DAR Patriot
- {{NSSAR Patriot Ancestor|sar-number=300490|rank=Private}} - use this for a SAR Patriot
- Civil War sticker {{US Civil War
|side =
|enlisted =
|mustered =
|regiment flag =
|regiment name =
|rank=
|unit=
}}

May 2021

Virginia Beach Genealogical Society

8

VBGS is Changing

New Membership Benefit!
https://vbgsva.net/resources/recorded-meetings/
Paid VBGS members can now request access to recordings of prior
meetings. You’ll find the Recorded Meetings page listed on the ever
expanding Resources tab on the website. Check out the list, then
submit your name and requested meeting title using the form right
on the page. You’ll be sent a link to the video as soon as possible.
Remember though, meetings are only recorded and shared with the permission of the
presenter. So, not every meeting will end up on the list.
New Lending Library: https://vbgsva.net/resources/vbgs-member-lending-library/
Do you have various media items such as books, newsletters, journals,
or magazines that you wouldn’t mind lending to fellow VBGS
members? If you’re not keen on lending the items..., would you
perform a look-up service and pass along information? Or, is there an
item you’ve been searching for but haven’t been able to find? …
Introducing the new VBGS Member Lending Library!
Found in the Resources tab on the website, this is the place to share
what you have and let others know what you are looking for. On the
page, you’ll find a form to submit items to be listed and another to
request items. Check it out and help the lending library grow!
We now have an Education Committee
Educating the membership is part of the VBGS mission, but
special interest groups can come and go. Having an official
committee ensures educational classes (in addition to the
monthly meetings) will remain a permanent part of the society.
While the Computer User Group and the Writer’s Group will
remain special interest groups, the How-to Group is changing.
Those meetings will now be How-to classes offered by the
Education Committee.

If you are interested in getting involved with the
Education committee, send a message to
education@vbgsva.net.
From the Editor: Thanks for all the great articles this quarter. We had to move a
few of them to the August newsletter. If you are sending an article to me, here are
a few points to keep in mind. Send pictures separate. Just attach them into your
email. Don't put them into an application like Word. Use sources for your article
if you did not actually write the words you are using. If you need help, contact me
at newsletter@vbgsva.net.
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Queries: Do You Know the Answer?
Do You know all these VBGS Members?
Submitted by Barbara Murray. Send replies to publicity@vbgsva.net.
Front row…
Male unknown
Joan Wright,
Kathleen Davis
Megan Smolenyak
Female unknown
Female not sure
Back row…
Male unknown
Barbara Murray
John Murray
La Taya Cole
John Halstead
William (Bill) Isaacs
Jo Wilson
Female unknown
Earl Reitelbach
March 29, 2008 - Virginia Beach, VA - Virginia Beach
Genealogical Society - "Trace Your Roots with DNA," "Beyond
YDNA: Your Genetic Genealogy Options," "Reverse Genealogy:
Techniques for Finding Your Lost Loved Ones" and "Find That
Obituary! Online Newspaper Research"

Tombstone epitaphs
On Margaret Daniels grave at Hollywood Cemetery
Richmond, Virginia:
She always said her feet were killing her
but nobody believed her.
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/
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My Uncle Tim, the Navy Fighter Pilot in World War II
Fran Florence

hflorence2@cox.net

In a hurry, Claude Vernon Timberlake, my Uncle Tim, had married my
mother’s sister in First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina on
February 1, 1944. Tim was days before deploying to go to war and like others
in his predicament, he wanted to marry the woman he loved before
deploying. A quick marriage ceremony
was arranged in the state of South
Carolina, a state which would allow
one, and in the church my mother
attended.
He trained to be a pilot with the Navy
and flew fighters and dive bombers off
the aircraft carrier Ranger and the
escort carrier Santee in the Pacific
during World War II. (source - his
obituary) From a Facebook posting on
August 2018, his granddaughter Cary
Durfey Chenoweth Braun wrote: “I
was trying to teach Luke and Clara
[two of her children] about the Battle
of Midway, the most stunning and
decisive blow in the history of naval warfare. I recently found out my grandfather flew a
fighter jet at the Battle of Midway. While he never spoke of it much (I never got to meet
him), we know that he was out on a mission and when he was returning to his carrier, he
realized it was gone and he had to find another ship to land his plane on. The only carrier
the US lost was the USS Yorktown, so we know, he must have been assigned to that ship.”

Reading Newspaper Online at the Virginia Beach Central Library
Submitted by Barbara Murray

Did you know you can research newspapers online at the Central Library? This will help you
research newspapers at Virginia Beach Central Library online. A Virginia Beach library card
is required. 1. Go to Virginia Beach public library website, click here.
2. Click on Digital Library on left side of page which will bring up a list to connect to
Research
3. Next a resource gray block will appear with A-Z
4. Scroll down to V (Virginian-Pilot)
5. At this point, you will enter your entire library card number
at login
6. For choices you can research by dates from recent to
best match or older matches first.
7. On blank top right enter information you want to
research. Works well when you use parenthesis between
names for example, “Kirchmier” or “Charles Small." You can
also research with using several connecting words
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James W. Mace: A “Peculiar” Civil War Veteran of North Carolina, Indiana, Iowa, and
Missouri (continued from page 1)
leaving him with three young children.4 He then lived with his mother, now a widow for a
second time, who helped take care of the children before he remarried in 1861.5
From the beginning of the Civil War, the state of Iowa supported the Union by raising
infantry regiments and supplying resources. Whatever his motivation, James, just shy of 43
years old, enlisted in the Union Army on August 9, 1862 and was mustered as a private into
Company C of the 25th Iowa Infantry.6
The 25th Iowa was first sent down the Mississippi River to Arkansas Post and they later
participated in the siege of Vicksburg. Beyond Vicksburg, the 25th Iowa engaged in battles
in and near Memphis, Chattanooga, northern Alabama, Knoxville, and Atlanta before being
mustered out in May 1865.7
How does a Quaker take up arms when they are known to be pacifists? James separated
from them while he was still young, and his reasoning remains unknown. He was disowned
from the Quaker Society at only 21 years old after joining the Methodists. The committee at
the Spiceland Monthly Meeting in Indiana charged with this matter wrote:
“James Mace, who has had a right of membership in our Society, has deviated so far from
our good order, as to neglect the attendance of our religious meetings and had ceased to
maintain our testimonies against an hireling ministry, oaths, military service, and as
evidenced by his joining the Methodist Society, and having been labored with, without the
desired effect, we therefore disown him from having a right of membership among us.”8
This probably did not faze James in the least.
After the siege of Vicksburg, James became very ill with dysentery and malaria which
resulted in lifelong chronic diarrhea, rheumatism, and “nervousness.” He spent time in the
regimental hospital, the field hospital in Marietta, Georgia, and the general hospitals in
Atlanta and Knoxville. When he was not in the hospital, he served as a cook in the
regimental headquarters and was also assigned to “special duty” at the division
headquarters.9 After being released from the Army in 1865, James returned to Iowa, but
being unable to partake in heavy labor due to his worsening debility, he turned from
farming and became a weaver and later a laundryman. He divorced his second wife and
moved to Unionville, Putnam County, Missouri around 1872.10
After his relocation to Unionville, James became involved in the temperance movement
through the Red Ribbon Society.11 He also remained a member of the Methodist church
until he became involved in spiritualism in his later years. Spiritualism was a popular late
19th century religion of sorts involving communicating with the spirits of the dead. He was
known to host seances at his home with his son Charles acting as the medium.12
James continued to be involved with fellow Union veterans as a member of the local Grand
Army of the Republic post (GAR) in Unionville.13 He also attended veterans’
reunions.14
(continued on page 12)
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James W. Mace: A “Peculiar” Civil War Veteran of North Carolina, Indiana, Iowa, and
Missouri (continued from page 11)
James did not apply for a Civil War pension until he was 67 years. According to his son
Stewart, his “peculiar character is why he did not apply early after the war. He would always
say I will not ask for a pension as long as I possibly can make a living myself, this time has
come.”15 An invalid pension was granted to James. He died in Unionville, Missouri on
December 1, 1898.16
James’ actions in life suggests that he was a bit eccentric and did not always follow
convention. Aside from changing his middle name, being disowned from the Quakers,
enlisting in the army in middle age, getting divorced, and becoming a spiritualist, he also
went on an adventure to California via the Nicaragua route, two years after the Gold Rush
began!
Perhaps the quirkiest thing about James W. Mace was that he had the longest beard I have
ever seen. The accompanying photo is the only known image of him. I always questioned
whether this was really James because it was so delightfully unusual. Fortunately, I
discovered evidence of his unique trait in the newspaper:
“Mr. Mace, of Unionville, Mo, father of S.R. Mace, of Moulton [Iowa], spent Sunday with A.
Sechrist. Mr. Mace created [a] considerable...sensation by reason of his long hair and beard.
It is said that when standing, his beard will touch the floor.”17
If his beard almost touched the ground in 1888, then this photo was probably taken many
years before that as it just reaches his knees in this image.
James W. Mace is the ancestor who sparked my interest in genealogy when I was in middle
school because of his eventful life. He has been fascinating to research and I hope to
uncover even more about him in the future.
All websites checked in April 2021.

1 William Mace Family Bible Records, 1796 - 1872; The Holy Bible (N.p.: n.d.), “Family Record”; privately held by Sara Mace
Kidd.
2 “U.S., Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/
2189) > Indiana > Wayne > New Garden Monthly Meeting > Records of Friends > image 158 of 224.
3 Selby Publishing & Printing, indexer, The William Wade Hinshaw Index to Iowa Quaker Meeting Records: Orthodox Records,
Volume VII (Kokomo, Ind.: Selby Publishing & Printing, 1991), 127.
4 Find A Grave (http://www.findagrave.com), memorial page 106631205, Frances Richey Mace (1822–1858), created by
"Ozarkcheryl”, citing Ottawa Cemetery, Woodburn, Clarke, Iowa.
5 1860 U.S. Census, Henry County, Iowa, population schedule, Salem, p. 233 (penned), dwelling 86, family 76, “Roda” Hiatt
household; digital images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com). For marriage, see “Iowa, U.S., Select Marriages Index, 17581996,” database, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60284), entry for James W Mace to Mahala P.D.
Williams, 25 Apr 1861, Lee County, Iowa.
6 “U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865,” database, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/
1555), entry for James W Mace, enlisted 9 Aug 1862, Iowa.
7 National Park Service, “25th Regiment, Iowa Infantry,” Battle Unit Details (https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-unitsdetail.htm?battleUnitCode=UIA0025RI).
(continued on page 13)
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James W. Mace: A “Peculiar” Civil War Veteran of North Carolina, Indiana, Iowa, and
Missouri (continued from page 12)
8 “U.S., Quaker Meeting Records, 1681-1935,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/
2189) > Indiana > Henry > Spiceland Monthly Meeting > Poplar Run Removals, 1843-1909 > image 159 of 584.
9 Compiled service record, James W. Mace, Pvt., Co. C, 25th Inf., Iowa.; Carded Records Showing Military Service of Soldiers Who
Fought in Volunteer Organizations During the American Civil War, compiled 1890–1912, documenting the period 1861–1866, RG
94; National Archives, Washington, D.C. See also, Compiled medical record, James W. Mace, Pvt. Co. C., 25th Inf., Iowa, Civil War;
Carded Medical Records of Volunteer Soldiers in the
Mexican and Civil Wars, 1846 - 1865, RG 94, Entry 534; National Archives, Washington, D.C.
10 1880 U.S. Census, Putnam County, Missouri, population schedule, Unionville, e.d. 209, p. 15 (penned), dwelling 159, family
160, Jas. W. Mace; digital images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com). Marital status indicates he was divorced.
11 “Red Ribbon,” Unionville (Missouri) Weekly Republican, 9 May 1878, p. 3, col. 4; image copy, NewspaperArchive (https://
newspaperarchive.com).
12 “Local News,” Unionville (Missouri) Republican, 23 May 1894, p. 5, col. 4, for "J.W. Mace...”; image copy, NewspaperArchive
(https://newspaperarchive.com).
13 Roster of the Department of Missouri, Grand Army of the Republic, and Its Auxiliaries (Kansas City: Western Veteran, 1895),
107.
14 “Roster,” Unionville (Missouri) Republican, 19 Oct 1892, p. 1, col. 3; image copy, NewspaperArchive (https://
newspaperarchive.com).
15 Affidavit, S.R. Mace, 15 Jun 1887 (received), invalid pension application no. 571,319, certificate no. 379,672; service of James
W. Mace (Pvt., Co. C., 25th Inf., Iowa, Civil War); Case Files of Approved Pension Applications…, 1861-1934; Civil War and Later
Pension Files; RG 15, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
16 “James W. Mace Dead,” Unionville (Missouri) Republican, 7 Dec 1898, p. 5, col. 7; image copy, NewspaperArchive (https://
newspaperarchive.com).
17 “Local News,” Unionville (Missouri) Republican, 13 Jun 1888, p. 5, col. 4, for "Mr. Mace...”; image copy, NewspaperArchive
(https://newspaperarchive.com).

Calling All Entries for the Expanded VBGS Recipe Book
Thanks to all of you who have submitted your Favorite Family Recipes (and keep them
coming). The stories and pictures describing the recipes have been so interesting that we
have decided to expand our recipe book to include:
Old-time Sayings – Like NPR’s “Way with Words”
Old-time Helpful Hints – Cleaning, Home Health Practices etc.
Old-time Etiquette – The role of a wife, husband, children etc.
Since this is a publication of the VBGS, we also want to include little known Virginia Beach/
Hampton Roads Historical Facts, Pictures and Articles. (Remember Wendy’s DAR article
about the Lancaster Lovett House at the VBGS Writers Group?). Look through your old
family albums, Bibles, scrap books to find items of interest to submit to our historical book.
To submit recipes for the cookbook use: Click here
To submit old-time sayings, helpful hints, etiquette and historical information/pictures
email: DebbyChristian@vbgsva.net
In order to include additional traditional and historical information, the publication date
for the VBGS recipe book has been extended to later in 2022.
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Let's Learn About Our New VBGS Members
Shannon Kupfer-Trausch is a native Californian who now lives in central
Ohio with her husband and their two teenagers. She is employed by the
state of Ohio and, in normal, non-covid times, you would find her digitizing
materials and adding them to her library's online digital repository, Ohio
Memory. Since March 2020, however, she's been working from home and
focusing on transcribing a group of ledgers from the 1876 United States
Centennial Celebration. She's happy to tell you all about it if you're
interested...and even if you aren't! Shannon has been interested in
Shannon Kupfer- genealogy since she was in elementary school, sitting with her Granny
and looking at old family photos. Her favorite of those photos is one from
Trausch
about 1925 and includes five generations of Shannon's ancestors, nearly
all generations of Shannon's ancestors, nearly of whom were born in Virginia. This time
with her grandmother, hearing family stories and looking at the faces of family members
long gone, cultivated a love of both genealogy and American history and informed her
decision to major in history as an undergraduate at The Ohio State University and, later, to
earn a Master of Library and Information Science from Kent State University, giving her the
opportunity to save, and make available, materials for other researchers to use. Shannon is
focusing on her maternal line and its deep roots in the American south, beginning with the
colonial period. Her list of Virginia surnames includes Cannaday, Rakes, Peters, Vest,
Thomas, Shortt, Young, Agnew, Stovall, Hairston, and Smith...and probably more. She's also
working through her North Carolina ancestors, and she loves every moment of research.
Dave Kleppinger started seriously working on his genealogy about 15
years ago, long after the passing of ancestors for whom he continually
finds questions for which they would have readily provided answers. He
and his wife Fran traveled to Great Britain several years ago walking in
the footsteps of ancestors in London, Edinburgh, Dublin and Cheshire.
Next year’s trip to Europe will include genealogical visits to Dortmund,
Germany and Cupello, Abruzzo, Italy. Dave is currently researching his
Dave Kleppinger
Quaker ancestry in Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina and Indiana.
He is also researching Fran’s Virginian ancestry which begins at Jamestown in 1621. Fran
is a 13th generation Virginian with significant roots in Amherst, Nelson and Buckingham
counties. Dave uses Ancestry.com and Family Tree Maker.
Tired of Website Ads? Try an Ad Blocking Browser Extension
By Sara Kidd
Nobody likes intrusive ads blocking web pages while searching for their ancestors. To reduce the
number of ads that appear, you can install an ad blocking extension in your web browser. There are
several different extensions available, but some only work on certain browsers (such as Chrome).
An ad blocker extension can block most ads on any website, however, be aware that some websites,
particularly news sites, can detect that you are using one and ask you disable it in order to keep the
content free. But for websites like FindAGrave.com, it works really well. If an ad slips by, you can
tell the extension where the ad is located on the page and it will put it on the block list! Two
popular free extensions are:
• Adblock Plus https://adblockplus.org (Chrome, Firefox, Safari, and Edge)
• AdBlock (Chrome, Safari, Firefox, Edge) – download from browser’s extension or add-on store
You can even download them for your phone. For a review of several different extensions (and links to the above),
click here.
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Two German Uncles During World War II
Fran Florence
hflorence2@cox.net

When one’s father’s family was living in Germany during World War II, one
looks for proof of non-participation rather than heroics in the
Germany military!
“Hinrich (Hini) Meyer” was the name of both of my closet German uncles who were of the
age to be conscripted from 1941-1945. I refer to them as Hini Meyer of Loxstedt and Hini
Meyer of Aumund.
HINI MEYER OF AUMUND
Hini Meyer of Aumund was a kind robust man with a welcoming
smile. I met him and my Aunt Auguste and their two daughters
Anke and Doris, ages 20 and 12 respectively in their home in the
summer of 1971. The conversation ranged from the new Schrank
in the eating area to my young cousin’s failure to make her first
Abitur (a test for ability which would determine the direction of
her studies.) In addition, I remember Jockel von Bock und Polach,
future son-in-law of Hini Meyer, and Anke asking the older
assemblage of still more relatives how the Holocaust could have
happened. With my strained effort to understand German, I heard
my Onkel Hini answer. “They [meaning neighbors and
acquaintances or inhabitants of the town] came knocking at my
door and said, ‘Hini, we are going to round up the Jews.’" Hini
asserted he told them "No, I am not going," and closed his door.
In July 2019 (over 50 years later) the daughters of Hini, Anke and Doris, agreed we would
meet in Amsterdam for a visit with my husband and me, daughters, husbands, and
grandchildren. While eating dinner together, Anke leaned over to me and said she had more
information on her father from World War II. Hini Meyer of Aumund was a ship's carpenter
like most of his ancestors. Since my uncle’s occupation was essential for the war effort, he
was excused from fighting. However, at the end of the war, the Nazis were forcing everyone
to fight – old men, young boys, and any available. A very old neighbor of Hini Meyer's
decided he would hide Hini away so he would not go into the war in the last throes of
desperation for the war. Now the story of Hini during the war is known!! I can understand
how Anke was eager to make this information known right away and how much peace the
information gave to her. We communicated mostly in English which had become a little
rusty for Anke. She smiled and conspiratorially called him “a traitor.”
HINI MEYER OF LOXSTEDT
Hinrich Meyer (also called “Hini.”) of Loxstedt and his wife Kaethe lived in Loxstedt near
Bremerhaven. Hini was a successful businessman and knew four languages. He was full of
kindness in his behind-the-scenes unassuming way. Hini wrote letters to my father, a few
per year, which were always met with excitement. Over the years the occasional blackrimmed envelope arrived which announced the passing of a German relative. Hini
(Loxstedt) both corresponded and kept track of the family genealogy.
(continued on page 16)
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Two German Uncles During World War II (continued from page 15)
In June 1965 when I arrived in the port of Bremen, the
first meeting with Onkel Hini was in the ship’s chief
engineer’s quarters. Since Hini was chief engineer for
North German Lloyd, he made certain of my
arrangements on ship and arranged for me to have meals
at tables with young people. Hini was full of behind-thescenes acts of caring and kindness.
For him there was no question of any participation in
World War II. Hinrich was captured early in the war on a
ship on which he was the engineer. He spent the entire
war time as a prisoner of war in Bermuda. His wife,
mother-in-law, and son lived in the small town of
Loxstedt while he was away. They owned their old family
farmhouse from the late 1600’s with a straw roof as well
as a newer house built on their property next to the old
one. The newer house was occupied by the American
officers in charge of the area after World War II. The
Meyers related that the Americans would give them sugar and that they would in turn use it
in baking for both themselves and the occupying Americans. There appeared to be only
good relations between the Americans and the Hinrich Meyer (Loxstedt) family.
Hinrich, in a letter to my parents in the United
States, mentioned his gratitude for supplies
sent to his family just after World War II. In
particular, Hini of Loxstedt thanked them for
one pair of shoes and asked for one more pair.
Regrettably, since my family struggled
financially, I am sure their help could not have
been enough. Hinrich was appointed mayor of
Loxstedt by the American Military authorities
in 1946, and he was re-elected by the villagers
until the retired in 1964.
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