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Newsletter
Founded 1983

The National Genealogy Society is 
more than a century old! NGS was 
organized in Washington, DC, in 1903. 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

 The Virginia Genealogical 
Society was organized in 
1960. https://www.vgs.org/
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In 1999, two new board officers were elected. John Kurfees became Vice President and Davis Brewer became 
Treasurer. Malcom Simmons became the Newsletter Editor. The telephone and email committees were dispensed. The 
program and education committees were combined with the Vice President as chair.

Several workshops were held that year. Peter Wrike conducted six 2-hour workshops for the writers group, “How to do 
Practical Biographical and Genealogical Writing." A platting workshop was held on March 13, at the Virginia Beach 
Central Library. It was conducted by Mary McCampbell Bell. Cost was $30.00.

The Society webmaster John Halstead stated Rootsweb was not charging the Society to keep their website on their 
site. He suggested the society make a donation to Rootsweb. In March, the Society made a donation of $60.00 to 
Rootsweb. Research trips were coordinated by Bonne Dick, one to Washington D.C. on March 3 and one to Richmond, 
Virginia on April 21. 

By March, the first 18 deed books for Princess Anne County had been published. The Society had abstracted information 
from deed book 19-21 and put it on diskettes. It was decided to pursue publishing these three deed books. 

By May, the society had grown to 310 registered members. VBGS established an Award and Recognition Program. The 
program provided for the President to recognize persons who have been of service to the Society by awarding letters of 
thanks or appreciation and certificates of appreciation. This was a continuation of the method used in past years. The 
awards and recognition committee consisted of three immediate past presidents. The committee administered the 
awards that had been established by the Executive Board. A computer was purchased by the society. VBGS leased 
LDS software which was installed and ready to use in June.

A History of VBGS
(continued from VBGS Newsletter February 2020 Vol 37, No 1)

Yes, you are seeing past President 
Clinton and his wife Hillary with two 
members of VBGS. Go to page 4 to 
read all about this picture.
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Leadership Notes.....

VBGS was founded 1983 for educational purposes. 

The objectives of this Society are:
a. To help individuals conduct their genealogical research and compile their family
histories
b. To aid individuals by educational means, including lectures, discussions and workshops
c. To create and foster an interest in genealogy
d. To gather and preserve genealogical and historical data.
Membership: $25 Individual and $35 Family: https://vbgsva.net/membership/ Mail 
applications, questions and address changes to: VBGS P.O. Box 62901 Virginia Beach, 
VA 23466-2901.  

 Wendy Bransom
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Many of you are probably wondering why VBGS brought back so 
many committees and meetings. Everyone is different. We wanted
all of you to have the choice of what meeting you want to attend.
We don't expect you to attend every meeting. With isolation, 
depression and anxiety because of COVID, our meetings give you  
the chance to forget about what is occurring and have some fun and maybe even 
learn something. 

We received more donations recently. Caryn Johnson, a past VBGS President, 
donated several boxes of wonderful genealogical information. We are slowly making 
our way through the material. We appreciate the work, Bob Bruce, Jo Given and 
Peg Niedholt have done to make this possible. Thanks so much, Caryn!

The Publicity Committe is working hard to make our society better. They will soon 
have the option for you to pay your membership fee on our website via PayPal! 
Heather Wright and Carmen Cross continue to improve our website. Make sure you 
check it out. On the membership tab, there is another link labeled Members 
Scholarship. The Society will provide a limited number of one-year scholarships. 
With the current world situation, some of you may not be able to afford dues. Maybe 
you lost your job or you have more expenses. To receive a scholarship, you will 
need to fill out a confidential application. I will then appoint one VBGS Board 
member and the Treasurer to consider each application. They will look at the need 
for each scholarship and the interest in genealogy. The application and more 
information about this is on the VBGS website.

We have accomplished a lot this year due to all the hard work of our members! Our 
meetings will continue to be on Zoom at least for Spring 2021. We have to be very 
careful before we allow in-person meetings. Debby Christian, our Social Chair, is 
working hard to create fun virtual events for all of you. Please stay healthy and 
safe!

The Program Committee met in October and is about to wrap up speakers for the 
first quarter 2021. Members of the committee include Bob Bruce, Chair, Craig 
Fenton, Linda Brown, Bobbie Brenton, Sam Williams, and Kelly McMahon Willett. 
However, all VBGS members are encouraged to recommend speakers who they feel 
would be good to present to our Society. You can contact any member of the 
committee with name and contact information by emailing Bobbie Brenton, the 
Society Administrator. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated! 

Program Committee
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The VBGS Officers are proposing changes to our By-laws that will affect our elections and our fiscal year. We felt 
these changes would allow the Society to run smoother. We are proposing to move our fiscal year from January 
thru December to September thru August. The election of new board members would be done in the VBGS June 
Business Meeting. The VBGS By-laws require that major changes like these must be distributed to all VBGS 
members one month before they are voted on by the membership. The following explains this in more detail. 

VBGS would like to make the change in elections dates effective immediately which means there would be no 
election in January. Those officers whose terms ended January 2021, would be extended to June 2021. Those 
officers whose terms were to end January 2022, would have their terms shortened to June 2021.

- If the By-laws changes are approved, we will be restructuring the fiscal year which will affect membership dues. 
The dues from January 1, 2021, through August 31, 2021, would be reduced. September 1, 2021, the next fiscal 
year begins.

- In June 2021, we would have an election for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and two Members at 
Large.
- Terms which are presently ending January 2021, would be extended to June 2021:
     o Vice President - Jo Given
     o Treasurer - Rachel Greenberg
     o Members at Large - Bobbie Brenton and Peg Niedholdt
     o Rachel, Bobbie and Peg would be eligible to run again in June 2021 for their second terms
- Terms which are presently ending in January 2022, would be shortened to June 2021:
     o President - Wendy Bransom
     o Secretary - Bob Bruce
     o Members at Large - Brian Baldwin and Linda Brown
     o Wendy Bransom and Bob Bruce would be eligible to run in June of 2021 for their second terms. Brian and 
Linda will be the Members at Large who stay on the Board and would be eligible to run again in June 2022.

- In June 2022 the election would be for two Members at Large. In June 2023 the election would be for President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and two Members at Large.

VBGS By-Law Changes

Family Sunday Dinner in 1932
By Margaret (Peggy) Anthony

p.anthony0523@gmail.com

Cena Della Domenica in 
Famiglia 

Delbianco and Ciampa 
36 Street Edwards Road, 

East Boston, Massaschutes 

Every Italian family has its own specific menu, but we typically ate pasta, meatballs, sausages, eggplant Parmigiana, 
and braciola (a piece of very thin meat usually filled with cheese, breadcrumbs, and parsley tied into a roll).

Peggy 
as a 
child
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A History of VBGS (continued from page 1)

The Annual Society Dinner was Thursday, June 17. There were 60-plus attendees. 
The guest speaker was Peter J. Wrike, historian, author, and educator. His topic was 
“Genealogical Surprises from Princess Anne County Westward 1607-1865.” He 
spoke about the local history and he dressed as a Colonial man. 

Also in June, the VBGS President Carolyn Barkley and her husband Bo were guests 
at the White House during the first week of June on the occasion of the 30th reunion 
of Wellesley College’s Class of 1969. Carolyn was a classmate of Hillary Rodham 
Clinton while at Wellesley. The festivities included cocktails in the Blue, Green, and 
Red Rooms of the White House, a buffet dinner in the State Dining Room and 
dessert and dancing in the East Room. Later in the evening each couple had their 
picture taken with the President and First Lady. The group of 500 guests were given 
a list of class members who live in New York to help in her campaign. 

Peter J. Wrike

From L to R: Bo Barkley, Hillary Rodham Clinton, 42nd President William Jefferson 
Clinton and Carolyn Barkely (VBGS President 1998 and 1999, Vice President 1997)

Lois Link became the Computer SIG CD Librarian as of September. A trip to Richmond was on October 20, and was co-
sponsored by the Tidewater Genealogical Society. The Annual Fair was to have occurred on October 16, 1999. However, 
it was cancelled due to conflicting events with other societies and the health of the speaker.

In November, the Treasurer was given permission by the VBGS Board to purchase a certificate of deposit for $3,000.00. 
Also, the Membership Chair announced the Society had 350 members.

A trip to Washington D.C. was on November 17, the cost was $22.00 per person. Bonnie Dick resigned as Trip 
Coordinator on December 31. Ed Smith volunteered to take over this position.

From the Editor: If you have any old documents or pictures of VBGS, we would love to have a copy of them! You can 
also donate them to our Society. As you can see from this article, we have two older pictures that look nice. If we are 
lucky, we receive pictures from past VBGS members. Earlier this year, Margaret Simmons donated items that her 
husband, Malcolm, owned. We received a lot of older newsletters and many pictures. Both of the pictures were from 
Malcolm. One was an actual picture, and the other was a document on a very old CD. I was able, with help from Jo 
Given, and the internet to convert this document, so that I could collect data from them. As we receive more pictures of 
VBGS from past VBGS members, we will update the VBGS history with them. We started this history for the VBGS May 
2018 First Landing Newsletter, Vol. 35, No. 2. You can download our past newsletters from February 2018 to present. 
You are welcome to also download the history we have completed so far. It is available on our website. We have the 
technology to use any old data that you give us. Let's make a very interesting history of VBGS!

The annual picnic was August 
22, at the Virginia Beach 
Central Library. The society 
started doing their picnic 
indoors so that they would not 
have to worry about bugs or 
rain. Lois Link and Bobbie 
Nantz planned the successful 
event.



2021 Meetings continued

11 FEB: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm, 
Topic: "Experiences of Writing and Publishing His Book 
on the Barco Family of Princess Anne County and 
North Carolina," Speaker: David Leatherwood

16 FEB: VBGS Computer Users Group via Zoom 7:00 pm, 
Topic: TBA

25 FEB: VBGS Writers Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
Discussion TBD.

2 MAR: VBGS How to Group class, Topic: TBA, 7:00 pm 
via Zoom

6 MAY: VBGS Social Event via Zoom at 7:00 pm, Topic: 
Your Mother’s Favorite Dessert Recipe.

2021 Conferences

RootsTech 2021, now free for all. Put on your calendar 
the RootsTech Connect 2021, now planned for 
February 25–27, 2021. For the first time in the 
conference’s history, it will be free for all to attend 
virtually. There will be a global audience, with classes 
in multiple languages, a virtual marketplace, Q and A 
sessions, and opportunities to interact with expert 
genealogists. Click here to register.

NGS: Family History Conference 19 -22 May 2021, "Deep 
Roots of a Nation," in Richmond, VA. Registration opens 
6 January 2021 at https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

New England Regional Genealogical Consortium 
(NERGC), Virtual Conference,"Spring From the Past Into 
the Future," April 1 - May 31, 2021. See more at 
https://nergc.org/

Southern California Genealogical Society is taking two 
conferences online: http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/ - 
Genetic Genealogy Conference, June 4-5 2021 and
Genealogy Jamboree Conference, June 11-12, 2021.

Tidewater Genealogical Society Library in Newport 
News, Virginia is currently closed, but they have selected 
days for it to be open. Here are the dates for November 
and December 2020: November 14, Saturday; November 
17, Tuesday; November 21, Saturday. Closed until 
December. December 1, Tuesday; December 8, Tuesday; 
December 12, Saturday; December 17, Thursday; 
December 19, Saturday. It will be closed from December 
22, 2020 to January 4, 2021. A new calendar will be 
issued January 5, 2021.

2020 Meetings

Email the VBGS Administrator to attend VBGS Zoom 
meetings: vbgslady@gmail.com, respond to each meeting in 
a separate email, state in subject line name of event. The 
waiting room opens 15-30 minutes before each event.

12 NOV: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm, Topic: 
Lisa Louise Cooke Video on "Institutional Records Research 
Methods." This is limited to VBGS paid members only.

17 NOV: Mount Vernon Genealogical Society, "Germany to 
America: 18th Century Odyssey" via Zoom, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, 
Non-members may registrer by email to 
Webmaster@mvgenealogy.org

17 NOV: VBGS Computer Users Group via Zoom, 7:00 pm, 
Topic: "Converting VHS Tapes, Slides, Home Movies, and 
other media to Digital Format," Speakers: April Owens 
working with Joan Schlegelmilch.

23 NOV: VBGS Writers Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
"When Research Challenges Family Stories."

1 DEC: VBGS How to Group class Topic: “Using a Scanning 
App” at 7:00 pm via Zoom (taught by Heather Wright).

10 DEC: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm, Topic: 
"Merging History and Genealogy," Speaker: Peg Niedholdt.

17 DEC: VBGS Writers Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
"Holiday Customs and Disruptions in the Past."

2021

5 JAN: VBGS How to Group class, Topic: TBA 7:00 pm via 
Zoom

14 JAN: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm, 
Topic: "Free Land: Homesteading on the Frontier," 
Speaker: Tina Beaird (Tamarack Genelaogy)

19 JAN: VBGS Computer Users Group via Zoom 7:00 pm, 
Topic: TBA

28 JAN: VBGS Writer Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
Discussion TBD.

2 FEB: VBGS How to Group class via Zoom, Topic: TBA, 
7:00 pm 

4 FEB: VBGS Social Event via Zoom at 7:00 pm, Topic: 
"Favorite Family Main Dish Recipes and Stories"
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Upcoming Events
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ZAMAR Online Conversion https://www.zamzar.com/
Jo Given helped the VBGS newsletter editor find this 
wonderful website. VBGS has been given a lot of 
documents, pictures and old cds with valuable history 
from past VBGS members. While looking for 1999 
pictures for the VBGS History article, an old CD was 
discovered. It took some effort, but we were able to get 
the files onto a thumb drive. But we could not open the 
files. They belonged to very old obsolete applications. 
With Jo's help, they found ZAMAR. Wendy was able to 
upload two of the files and convert them to Microsoft 
Word documents. The conversion was not perfect but 
she was able to grab the picture of former President 
Clinton which is in this newsletter. You can do 
conversions free to a certain degree. However, there are 
three levels of accounts. The basic account is $9.00 a 
month, 30 cents a day. With an account you can store 
files online, get faster conversions, get support and 
much more. So, don't throw away those old CDs, 
thumb drives and external devices. You can get access 
to old files using ZAMAR.

Forebears https://forebears.io/ is a genealogy website 
that catalogs online genealogy sources by locality, but is 
primarily known for its surname mapping feature. This 
website is used world wide. In February 2019, 
demographic details were added for surnames and later 
given names. These cover four dimensions in various 
countries: average salary, political affiliation, religion and 
height. This website with its data is used heavily by 
genealogists. This information is from wikitia.com.

Virtual Jamestown Deborah Browser's husband Mike 
found an amazing resource. It is a database of 
Indentured servants who came to Jamestown in the 17th 
and 18th centuries taken from several English registries. 
It also has several maps and a lot of resources.   
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/servantcontracts.html

Things You May Not Know About
Welcome to Matricula! This is a website my cousin 
shared with me to research baptismal records for our 
German relatives - https://data.matricula-online.eu/  
"Here, you will find parish registers (baptism, marriage 
and death books), also called registers, from Austria, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germany, Luxembourg and 
Serbia. They strive to continuously expand their offer, 
but are subject to the respective national legal 
restrictions (civil status laws, data protection laws)." Use 
map and location search to find your locality. The listings 
are by city/town and church. There is no index so you 
have to rely on possible date or just go page by page. 
Where it asks to translate, say yes. Click here for an 
example, the church St Magnus in Everswinkel, 
Muenster, Deutschland.
Submitted by Cindy Meier

FamilySearch expanded its free online archives in 
September of 2020 with over 29 million new indexed 
family history records and over 66,000 digital images 
from all over the world. Click here for more information. 
Find your ancestors using these free archives online, 
including birth, marriage, death, and church records. 
Millions of new genealogy records are added each 
month to make your search easier.

Treaties Explorer: Hundreds of Native American treaties 
have been scanned and are freely available online, for 
the first time, through the National Archives Catalog. 
Also, in partnership with The Museum of Indian Arts and 
Culture (MIAC), these treaties and extensive additional 
historical and contextual information are available 
through Treaties Explorer. Through the Treaties Explorer, 
you can view historic maps and the agreements and 
tribes that relate, as well as the historical and present 
day tribes involved in the treaties.

History Hub is a support community for researchers, 
genealogists, history enthusiasts, and citizen archivists. 
History Hub is a crowdsourcing platform sponsored by 
the National Archives. Ask questions, share information, 
work together, and find help based on experience and 
interests. Researchers can ask or answer questions on 
History Hub. You can also search to see if a question 
has been asked before. Here is some of the content: 
Genealogy, Military Records, African American Records, 
Women's Rights and Suffrage, American Indian Records 
and Citizen Archivists. You have to register with the site 
for an account. This is free.
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 (continued on page 8)

Deborah Paxson Brewer is a native of Hampton Roads. She graduated from Indian River 
High School and Virginia Wesleyan College (now University). She obtained a master's 
degree in English Literature from the University of Vermont, and after 8 years working in 
sales and marketing she obtained a law degree from the University of Virginia School of 
Law. She worked as a prosecutor in the Virginia Beach Commonwealth Attorney’s office 
for 12 years and also served as adjunct faculty at the National District Attorney’s 
College. In 2000, she became a judge on the Virginia Beach Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court and served there for 18 years.

Deborah Paxson Brewer 
She retired in 2018 but still works as a substitute judge in Hampton Roads. She is currently serving as Regent for 
the Princess Anne County Chapter NSDAR. She has been researching genealogy for about 30 years, and her 
research areas are Ireland, Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and more recently 
Kentucky. Her principal research is on the following families: Paxson, Wynkoop, Campbell, Wise (Weiss), Motz, 
Segrist (Sechrist) Steffey, Lundy, Cox, Stockton, White, Wilcox, McMullin and Wysong.

Diana Bryan Quinn retired in June after 41 years as a speech-language pathologist with 
Virginia Beach City Public Schools. It was planned that she would continue to work two 
days weekly beginning in October, but she will not go back due to Covid-19. So now, a nice 
portion of each day is spent researching her family. 

She has been researching since the late 1990s, and in 2000 started her first genealogy 
website. In 2011, she created the blog, Moments in Time, A Genealogy Blog 
(http://momentsintimeagenealogyblog.blogspot.com/.) Blogging keeps her organized and she 
likes writing the stories more than filling in the trees. She loves going to conferences and 
traveling for genealogy. Since 2001, she has traveled almost every year with her second Diana Bryan Quinn

 cousin once removed who found her through her website. They go to libraries, cemeteries, conferences, and other 
genealogical destinations all over the country. 

Most of her family research is in North Carolina, Georgia, Texas and Northwest Louisiana. She is also researching 
her husband's families in Counties Galway and Clare, Ireland. Her current North Carolina research includes Bryans 
in Martin County and the Giddens family of Sampson, Duplin, and Wayne counties. Her mother's Reed family of 
Vermont has her doing her first New England research. Other family names are Hairston (GA, AR, TX), Glynn (VT), 
Quinn (Galway), Murray (Clare), and Davis (Edmonson, KY).
 

David Leatherwood
Reston, Virginia

Though born in Portsmouth, Virginia, David Garrett Leatherwood lived some 30 years in 
Europe. The son of a Department of Defense (DoD) employee, his early childhood was spent 
in Coburg, Germany, right on the East German border, followed by a stint in Bremerhaven. 
Later he lived in Munich first as a student and then as a DoD employee. 

David also worked in Berlin and actually stood atop the wall at the Brandenburg Gate on that 
fateful day in 1989. Between assignments in Munich and Berlin, David spent about two years 
at the U.S. Embassy in Vienna, Austria, His final assignment in Europe was as the Defense 
Intelligence Agency Representative to the U.S. European Command in Stuttgart. 

He graduated from high school in a class of 18 at the Bremerhaven American High School 
and went on to earn an AA Degree from the University of Maryland and a BA from the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville. Then, it was back to Germany for an MA in International Relations (with distinction) from the 
University of Southern California, followed by a MS in National Security Strategy from the National War College in 
Washington, D.C. 



8  Virginia Beach Genealogical Society Newsletter  November 2020

Recognized by the War College for Excellence in Writing for his paper The Hazards of Strange Bedfellows - The 
United States, Nigeria, and Peacekeeping in West Africa, David’s paper was published as a journal article by the 
Joint Force Quarterly in 2001, and can still be obtained online as a National War College publication. During 2005, 
David Leatherwood was elevated to the government’s Senior Executive Service and in 2008 designated a 
Presidential Meritorious Rank Executive. When he retired (2015) he was presented the Intelligence Community 
Seal Medallion by the Director of National Intelligence. 

Prolonged residence abroad provided the opportunity to visit 36 countries (including a few war zones). He feels 
Munich offered more than any of the places he lived but has a warm spot in his heart for the north the German 
plain. Sevilla, Spain was a vacation spot his family enjoyed both at Easter and at Feria (two weeks later). 

He married his wife, Kathy, in Basel, Switzerland. They have one son. Kathy’s varied talents include those of a 
Benesh choreologist (notating movement), a flamenco dancer, a director of children’s musical theatre productions, 
a teacher of English for Speakers of Other Languages, a member of Encore Chorale (where she sometimes 
performs on the djembe). These days, Kathy’s number one task (according to David) is keeping him in line! 
They’ve lived in Reston, VA since 2000. He feels very fortunate to still have both parents in his life and they live 
close enough for frequent visits. Since retirement, David spends most of his time exploring family history. In 2015, 
he received the Maryland Historical Society’s Summer A. Parker Prize for genealogical manuscript Finding the 
Roots of the Leatherwood Tree: An American Family from 1663 to 1838. 

He discovered Albemarle Genealogical Society (AGS) a few years back while researching the Barco family. He 
credits a Virginia Beach uncle for arousing his interest in Barco genealogy. He published Lives Along the Water in 
May 2020, documenting what is known of Carolina’s Thomas Barcock and his descendants from the mid-
17th century through the Revolutionary War (available at Amazon, click here).

Lives Along the Water started with a singular focus on the roots of the Barco family of Virginia Beach, but soon 
took on broader parameters. A register of deaths compiled by authorities in the Seaboard Township of Princess 
Anne County, Virginia for the year 1873 includes a William Barco among the deceased. Efforts to connect him to 
those who preceded him required an in-depth analysis of the familial relationships of 19th century Barco 
households in North Carolina. This, in turn, led to a comprehensive review of the family, stretching back to the 
17th century arrival of its progenitor in America.

The book he published in May is envisioned as the first in a series about the Barco family. A second volume will be 
released next month, carrying the chronological narrative forward to 1829. The focus of the series will expand to 
encompass Princess Anne County in the third volume, projected for publication in early 2021.

Part of David's article came from the AGS Newsletter Vol. XXXIX No. 2, October 2019, permission was granted.

These are screen shots, two parts enlarged from Ancestry.com image of the 1910 Virginia federal census listing 
David Leatherwood's 3rd great-aunt Wirt Dansor Johnson. David says Wirt is the only individual he's ever run 
across in a census whose profession is listed as a "genealogist."

David Leatherwood

(continued on page 9)



9  Virginia Beach Genealogical Society Newsletter  November 2020

Kathy Hessmer is originally from the DC metro area, growing up in suburban Maryland 
and living in Burke, Virginia before moving to Virginia Beach in 2007. (She and her 
husband love Virginia Beach!) She's been doing genealogy research for about 30 years, 
long before Ancestry. Her paternal tree roots (surname: Stinson) are in Buckingham 
County, Virginia. Her maternal tree (surname: Lasley) started in Louisa County, Virginia 
with early migration to Kentucky. She is twice retired, once from the U.S. Army and 
later from DoD civil service. Besides genealogy, her favorite pastime is creative writing 
with an emphasis on short fiction and memoir.

Kathy Hessmer

Ted Barham was born in Norfolk but grew up in Wilmington, DE and now is semi-retired 
living in a Wilmington suburb. Until 10 years ago, he had relatives in the Norfolk/Newport 
News area that he visited regularly. He's spent many summer weeks in the ‘50s and ‘60s 
visiting his grandparents and boating on the Lafayette River, going to Loder’s Beach 
(anybody remember "Please return surf float Number 72, your time is up.") and mooching 
quarters from his grandad to ride the bumping cars at Ocean View Park. His genealogical 
interests have been sort of ‘off and on’ over the past 25 years, currently ‘on’. He is looking 
for a replacement for my ancient version of Family Tree Maker but dreads the learning curve. 
It's so old the FTM tech support guy recently told him the version he has never existed, but 
he was probably flipping burgers the previous week. He's currently researching Barham, 
Sykes, Cocks/Cox in Sussex, Surry, Prince George, Isle of Wight counties and Etheridge in 
Virgina Beach and Currituck, North Carolina.  

Ted Barham

Lila Davis joined VBGS back in 2000 and was active for about 5 years when other 
activities interfered with participation. Her family was in Virginia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina and came to US from Ireland, England, Wales, Scotland, France and Switzerland. 
She is working right now primarily on Ireland, Wales, and England but with some 
exploration of the Irish as coming from Scotland in 1600s. She has reserved October 
space on a two-week research trip to Dublin and Belfast and hope we have a COVID 
resolution by then. Primary names are Norfleet, McCardell, Ross, Venable, Willingham, 
Price, Davis, VanLandingham and Baynard. She has volunteered for 20 years at the Family 
History Center and hopes they can reopen soon.  Lila Davis  

Madelyn Reass was born and raised in San Antonio, Texas. She married a graduating 
senior, while a student at the University of Texas, who entered the US Navy. Her husband’s 
30-year Navy career brought their family to Norfolk, Virginia in 1986. In 1987, she began a 
28-year banking career starting with Sovran Bank and retiring from Town Bank. After her 
retirement, a good friend talked her into tracing her ancestry. To her surprise, she 
discovered her maternal and paternal roots began in Virginia and went back to 
Revolutionary times. Her father was born and raised in Texas while her Mother was born 
and raised in Kansas. They met during WWII while both served in the Navy. Madelyn first 
traced her paternal ancestor, James Alexander, a Revolutionary War patriot, which 
qualified her to become a member of DAR. She is currently researching Azariah Martin, 
another Revolutionary War patriot on her paternal side. This journey of ancestry research 
has been very interesting and rewarding.  

Madelyn Reass

 (continued on page 10)
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Ed Dye is just starting to research his family history, beginning with his grandfather, Forest 
Hunter Dye, born on June 4, 1875, in Perry Township, Monroe, Ohio. The birth occurred on 
Dye’s Ridge. The trail should take him from southeast Ohio to New Jersey, New York (John 
Laurens Duyts about 1687) and then to the Netherlands.

Ed Dye

Kimberly Millering has been a genealogy hobbyist for about 25 years. She was born in Norfolk, 
Virginia but grew up in Virginia Beach and has lived here most of her life. Her mother’s family 
came to Virginia from England in the early 1600s and settled in York County before moving to 
Southampton County and then to Norfolk. This must have been the not so adventurous side of 
the family because in 400 years they are still within 50-mile radius of where those early ancestors 
landed. But because of that, they have a rich history in Virginia, and she loves how genealogy 
brings that history to life. Her father’s side is still a work in progress, but that is a long story.

For her real job, she is a GIS Analyst with the City of Virginia Beach. GIS stands for 
Geographic Information System, and it takes mapping and geography to a whole new level. 
She is the team lead for the Cadastral group, which means she maps and keeps up to date all 
of the parcels within the city.

Kimberly 
Millering

Her research includes her family names of Bell, Drewry, Latimer, Mason, McCloud, Simmons and Taylor on 
her mother’s side, and Brown, Copeland, Mangum, Trobaugh and Yates on her father’s side.

Holiday Traditions & Preserving Their History 

During this special time of the year when many families gather, most of us practice time-
honored traditions passed down from our families. Why not record those traditions so future 
generations can practice them also and know the meaning behind them? You could interview 
members of the family and ask them to recall all their past holiday traditions as well as ones still 
practiced. You could tape record their responses or video tape them. How nice it would be to 
have a tape recording of a loved ones voice! You could also take photos of the family practicing 
their holiday traditions and preserve the photos in a scrapbook album along with the story. If 
you are not sure of the origins of your holiday tradition, you can do a little investigating. Holiday 
issues of magazines and holiday books often tell the story of specific holiday traditions that 
your family might practice. And perhaps you didn't know the history behind your individual 
family tradition. You could keep all the interviews and photos in one "Family Christmas Holiday" 
album and add to it each year.

What better time of the year to take photos and record family history than at the holidays, this 
happy time of the year? Use this time to ask family to fill out pedigree charts, family group 
sheets and share family history. Take photos of individuals, each individual family and the whole 
family together.

[written by Elaine Powell, Historian/Archivist of the Central Florida Genealogical Society, 
December, 1999.  Used with permission of the author]



Frances sees a lot over her years with the Red Cross, earning her the name Red Cross Mother and Red Cross 
Mama. In addition to her secretary position, she prepares dressings for use in WWI; later she leads activities 
during the flu pandemic of 1918, over the Depression years in the early 1930’s, during the 1936 St. Patrick’s Day 
flood, and in various war relief and defense efforts. 

I'd love to have a conversation with her. To ask about her family life and her time at the Red Cross. About what it 
was like becoming Executive Director as a woman and if she encountered any issues because of it. About her life in 
Pittsburgh in the early 1900's. And why she felt the need to pick up her grandson by the head. 

Sources: 
1. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, death certificate 68480 (1956),
Frances Speer Reed; digital image. 
2. Marriage Record, "Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950," database with images, FamilySearch
(familysearch.org), Reed-Speer. 1893; Marriage License Docket. 
3. R. L. Polk & Co. and R. L. Dudley, Pittsburgh and Allegheny Directory 1903, p.1383. Reed; digital images, U.S. City
Directories, 1822-1995 (ancestryheritagequest.com). 
4. 1904 Pittsburgh City Directory Pittsburgh and Allegheny Directory 1904, R. L. Polk & Co. and R. L. Dudley, p.1324-
1326. Reed; digital images, U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995. 
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Harry By the Head

By Heather Wright
heatherwrightvb@gmail.com

(continued on page 16)

I've dubbed the photo Harry by the Head for obvious reasons. My 2nd great-grandmother 
Frances Alline Speer, is seen holding my grandfather Harry Madison Crow Jr. by the head. 
She looks tickled, him, not so much. He was born in September 1922, so I'm guessing it's 
from 1923 or 1924.

Frances Alline Speer (19 Nov 1866 – 15 Aug 1956) is a daughter of Noah Speer and 
Alline Bugher (her younger sister Cecil Alline Speer ends up raising Harry). Frances 
marries Baird Reed on September 7, 1893, but the relationship is short lived. They 
have two children together, William Braine and Alline Frances, before separating. 
The split happens between 1900 and 1903; when they divorce, I don’t know. Baird 
remarries sometime between 1910 and 1926; Frances never does. 

Frances is both a strong independent woman and an odd one. She doesn’t seem to 
rely on anyone for financial support but she holds on to the "married" label after 
their divorce, even taking on "widow" after Baird dies in 1927. I understand not 
wanting to be labeled as divorced at the time, but isn’t calling yourself a widow a 
little much? Now that I think about it more, what if she never wanted the separation 
or divorce but had no choice? If that’s the case, first it makes me sad but then I can 
look at her as an even stronger woman. By no means is she perfect (my grandma 
would roll her eyes when talking about her at times) but for a woman in the early 
20th century, she goes places. 

In 1910, she is living on her own and works as a bookkeeper in Pittsburgh, PA; in 
1913, a clerk; and in 1915, an assistant secretary. About 1916, she begins working 
with the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Red Cross. At age 50, she finds her 
mission. She works as a secretary there and, in May 1920, is promoted to Executive 
Secretary. She remains in that position until at least 1936. When she retires in 1941, 
she is the Executive Director for the Pittsburgh Chapter. 

Alline Frances Reed with grandson 
Harry Madison Crow Jr, c1923/1924
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Go online to ILR to view available ILR Zoom classes. 

Not Just Protecting the Citizens of Pittsburgh 
By Debby Christian

debrchrist@gmail.com

Sources : The Pittsburgh Press March 
15,1909 page 4 The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
July 31, 1910 page 29 

Below is the actual text to this picture:

Four Drumsticks To This Chicken

 The above photograph shows possibly the ideal of 
those fowl fanciers who are attempting to breed an 
animal that is all white meat or one that will lay 
eggs without yokes. In this particular case, the four 
drumsticks would probably be considered a step to 
the ideal.
  Charles Christian, the owner of the chick, is a 
wagon man in the police bureau and attached to 
the Allegheny station.
  Just now the chick is two weeks old. It was given 
to Christian several days ago by Joseph, a chicken 
fancier of Troy Hill, who noticed the freak as soon 
as it was hatched.
  Christian alleges that he has seen the chick when 
it was tired to lean back and allow time entire four 
feet to be on terra firma (dry land). The little thing 
has never been able to use the hind legs in motion, 
but they work back and forward with their mates 
when the chick is traveling.

My great-grandfather of German heritage, Charles Edward Christian (1862 - 1925) 
worked as a Wagonman for the Allegheny City Police Department during the first 
two decades of the century. I found articles giving credit to Charles for saving 
citizens from fires, domestic violence, burglaries etc. along with removing an 
overfat porker that dropped from a stock car bound for Herr’s Island to be made 
into sausage and kielbasa. But the “strangest” story I found was of a four-legged 
chicken he acquired from a farmer. Those were the days when the press would 
publish any story to fill its pages, no matter how bizarre. 
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My grandfather, Robert E. Bruce Jr. must have been somewhat of a jokester as evidenced by this cartoon 
sent to him by his younger brother, John Goodall Bruce in 1954. I also remember an old family movie with 
my grandfather “hitting” a golf ball. After the swing he looks down the fairway, his eyes gradually rise to 
the sky above, then they descend to the ground where the ball still sits on the tee!   - Bob Bruce

Funny Things About Our Ancestors and Us
Written by multiple VBGS Members

Johnnie's Idea

Schoolma'm. "Now, children, I want you to write 
down the sentence, 'What is done cannot be 
undone,' and thereto your ideas of such a 
condition of affairs."

Johnnie: What is dun can not be undun specially 
if it is a hard boiled egg.

Basset 
Santa

(continued on page 14)



In 2000, at CINCLANTFLT, I had a 
huge job taking care of combat 
systems for the Alantic Fleet. My 
co-workers thought ths depicted 
me very well!  

- Wendy Bransom

14  Virginia Beach Genealogical Society Newsletter  November 2020

Funny Things About Our Ancestors and Us (continued from page 13)
Written by multiple VBGS Members

Sign on Wall: When the 
paperwork piles up...BURN IT! 
This was given to me, an original 
caricature by Matthew Jay 
Watkins. I recieved it at my going 
away party with many other 
beautiful items.  

As many of you may know, I (Wendy Bransom) was in the United States Navy for 26 years. I don't have any funny 
things about my ancestors right now. So, I am going to tell you about some interesting things that happend to me as 
I left three different commands. In the 1980s and 1990s, some USN Commands had funny ways to say goodbye.

My very first command as an Ensign, was Naval Communication Station Nea Makri Greece. I was stationed there 
from 1984 to 1986. My designator was 1100, General Unrestricted Line (Jack of all Traits). I started off in the 
Communication Trailers on the beach. However, I ended up as the Admin Officer, Postal Officer, Security Officer and 
Base Newspaper Chief. We did not do much work on computers. We used paper and typewriters mostly. It was a 
fun command, but could be scary at times, we had terrorists. They liked to climb the mountain in front of our Base 
Front Gate and shoot at us. We had to wear civilian clothes so they would not know who was an officer or enlisted.

I made good friends and we travelled all around Greece and its Islands. Back then, women were not thought of well 
by some male counterparts in Europe and the U.S. Navy. Many of us were told we would never amount to much. 

My second command was in 
HELANTISUBRON One, Jacksonville, Florida 
from 1986-1989. The lady standing by me 
was LT Janet Halsey. We were the only 
females in the command. I was the Commo 
and she was the Admin Officer. The poster 
depicts what many of the men thought about 
us. After Tailhook in the 90s, this type of stuff 
pretty much went away. Janet and I did laugh 
when we saw it!

B

B

?



My mother’s Uncle Charlie was missing part of his right pointer 
finger and when she asked about it, he said he lost it playing with 
fireworks. However, that was not the whole truth. 

On July 2, 1909, Charles Giddens and Ellsworth Davis, both 16 
years of age, loaded a cannon with dynamite and when ramming 
the charge with an iron bar, it exploded, injuring both boys. I do not 
know if the boys realized it, but this event made national news.

The boys were injured but not as seriously as it was reported in the 
newspapers. The Washington Post, The Constitution, and other 
newspapers throughout the country indicated that hands were 
amputated, and that Ellsworth was blinded. Again, that was not the 
whole truth. 

Charles Giddens only lost part of a finger. He went on to join the 
Army where he was a sharpshooter and served in Company A of 
the 149th Machine Gun Battalion in France during World War I. 
During World War II, he served in the Naval Reserve as an 
instructor at the Naval Air Gunners School. 

Ellsworth Davis worked as a draftsman in Warren County, New 
Jersey. His World War I Draft Registration Card indicated that he 
had a mangled hand and made no mention of poor eyesight.

Not the Whole Truth

By Diana Bryan Quinn
dewquinn@gmail.com
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Telling the whole truth means to 
tell the story without omissions, 
exaggerations, or revisions.

Charles William Giddens 1892 - 1972,  Look at 
Charles' right pointer finger to see his injuiry
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Harry By the Head (continued from 11)
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