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Newsletter
Founded 1983

Federation of Genealogical Societies was 
founded in 1976 and represents the 
members of hundreds of genealogical 
societies.  https://fgs.org/

The National Genealogy Society is 
more than a century old! NGS was 
organized in Washington, DC, in 1903. 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

 The Virginia Genealogical 
Society was organized in 
1960. https://www.vgs.org/

VBGS is a member of these societies

The Pandemic of 1918 and the Military
Jo Given

jagiven@verizon.net

My paternal grandfather, Hubert Owen Bradley, always refused to talk about his service in World 
War I.   He served as a Corporal in the 7th Truck Mortar Battery.   He burned his uniform on the 
day he returned home to Lynchburg, Virginia.   We know almost nothing about his service since his 
records were burned in the 1973 fire at the National Personnel Records Center.   The only thing that 
he told his sons was that his job was to transport bodies of US Army soldiers off the battlefields and 
load them onto ships for return home.  He loaded hundreds of bodies but most did not have battlefield wounds. 
They had died from the pandemic.

The following excerpt will help to understand my grandfather’s situation:

The American military experience in World War I and the influenza pandemic were closely intertwined. The 
war fostered influenza in the crowded conditions of military camps in the United States and in the 
trenches of the Western Front in Europe. The virus traveled with military personnel from camp to camp 
and across the Atlantic, and at the height of the American military involvement in the war, September 
through November 1918, influenza and pneumonia sickened 20% to 40% of U.S. Army and Navy 
personnel. During the American Expeditionary Forces' campaign at Meuse-Argonne, the epidemic diverted 
urgently needed resources from combat support to transporting and caring for the sick and the dead. 
Influenza and pneumonia killed more American soldiers and sailors during the war than did enemy 
weapons.

Then, in the fourth dreadful year of the war, as the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) assumed fighting 
strength and prepared their first great offensive against the Germans, the flu struck. By the War Department's most conservative count, 
influenza sickened 26% of the Army—more than one million men—and killed almost 30,000 before they even got to France. 

Flu Prevention 
Streetcar Sign, 
Cincinnati, OH
From CDC 
Centers for 
Disease 
Control and 
Prevention, 
Influenza, 1918 
pandemic, flu, 
Historical 
image gallery

Hubert Owen Bradley
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From the Editor: VBGS August 2020 First Landing Newsletter 
article focus will be “Black Sheep” or “Skeletons in the Closet.” 

 (continued 
on page 5)

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/historical-images.htm
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/#B3
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Leadership Notes........
President's Message, May 2020

We are now living in a tough time, I hope everyone is listening to 
our Governor so that we can all stay safe.  If you want to learn
more about pandemics read Jo Given's article in this newsletter.  
There is also NGS Magazine October-December 2018 Vol 44 No 4 
article, "1918 Pandemic: Fighting Influenza during the Great War."  It 
which states, "Average US life expectancy dropped by 12 years, from 
age 51 in 1917 to just 39 in 1918."  

Our society has become vitual, thanks to our Publcity and Social Committees.  
Check out our website, Carmen Cross and Heather Wright are working very hard 
making it user friendly, professional and very useful.  Read about the virtual 
opportunities on page 3 of this newsletter.  Everyone please stay safe and 
healthy, together we will get through this crisis!

Membership:  $25 Individual and $35 Family: https://vbgsva.net/membership/ Mail 
applications, questions and address changes to: VBGS P.O. Box 62901 Virginia Beach, 
VA 23466-2901,  Check out our updated website: https://www.vbgsva.net/

Was Founded 1983 
VBGS is organized for educational 

purposes

The objectives of this society are:
a. To help individuals conduct their

genealogical research and
compile their family histories

b. To aid individuals by educational
means, including lectures,
discussions, and workshops

c. To create and foster an interest
in genealogy

d. To gather and preserve
genealogical and historical data.

 Welcome
To our new members

Social Committee - Debby Christian Chair

VBGS recently received several gifts

- Bill Isaacs gave us cd’s with old VBGS records and newsletters
- Pat Eggleston is downsizing and donated four boxes containing reference books 
on such varied subject as general reference books and books on the Revolutionary 
War to books on numerous counties in Virginia and West Virginia.
- Margaret Simmons’ husband, Malcolm, produced our Newsletter for many years.   
She is moving and has has donated old newsletters, maps, and numerous books on 
North Carolina and Virginia history.  All of these items will be reviewed by our 
Archivist and will be made available to our members or donated to the Meyera E. 
Oberndorf Virginia Beach Library or the Sargeant Memorial Collection in the Slover 
Library.  We would like to express our appreciation to these donors. 

VBGS is always willing to accept any genealogy related material that you want to 
donate.  We have members who can curate the material and make sure it is 
available to as many other genealogists and historians as possible.

   Wendy Bransom

The Social Committee is up and running (but if you want to join 
Peggy Anthony, Heather Wright and I, please email me at 
debrchrist@gmail.com) and we have exciting adventures being 
planned.  During the Stay at Home days, we want to have virtual 
Coffee Hours where members can informally “teach” their favorite 
genealogy topics.  We also want to present virtual tours of 
museums, libraries, etc. then when we can go out, have trips to 
those locations.  We will be sending out a survey to members to get more ideas 
and find out how you want to be “Social!"



2020 Meetings/Trips: If you are not a VBGS Member, email 
the VBGS Adminstrator to attend VBGS Zoom meetings, 
vbgslady@gmail.com. If you are a member, wait to be invited 
to each meeting, send one email per meeting.

14 May: VBGS VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom at 7:00 
pm, waiting room opens at 6:30 pm.  Speaker: Wendy 
Bransom, Topic: "Researching Family History Without the 
Internet." This was given on August 20, 2019, at the Marian 
Manor University.  It has been updated.  

18 May: VBGS Computer User Group via Zoom 6:00 pm, 
New (2020) Lisa Louise Cooke video, "Genealogist's Google 
Search Methodology."

20 May: Virtual Legacy Family Tree Webinar, "Timesaving 
Apps for Busy Genealogists," by Lisa Alzo. Session will 
include a broad review of online tools, as well as apps for 
Android and iPhone/iPad platforms.  Click below to register.
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars-multire-g.php

28 May: VBGS Writer's Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
Genelaogy Proof Standard and Citations. Pauline “Peg” 
Niedholdt will presenting a Powerpoint Brief and Carol 
Johnson leading the group.

11 June: VBGS Monthly Meeting via Zoom 7:00 pm, 
Speaker: Diahan Southard Topic: DNA, "Ask the Wife."

22 June: VBGS Writer's Group via Zoom, at 7:00 pm Topic: 
Writers' guide to getting articles ready for a newsletter.

Special Offerings

- NGS Providing free access to their montly archives for 
non-members through July 31, 2020.  You can also access 
the NGS Monthly archives by going to: 
http://ngsgenealogy.org/> Learning Center > NGS Monthly 
>Archives.

- National Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
Every October, the National Archives hosts a free, virtual 
Genealogy Fair via live webcast on YouTube. The sessions 
offer family history research tools on Federal records for all 
skill levels.  Attend free of charge and no reservation. See 
past fairs below!

- The National Archives has hosted a virtual Genealogy 
Fair via a live webcast since 2013.  See previous Fair 
posters, session videos, and handouts free of charge 
from the links below.  After the live event, video recordings 
and presentation materials remain available online. 
Year 2019       Year 2018       Year 2017       Year 2016

Year 2015       Year 2014        Year 2013
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- Through May 2020: Legacy News from Family Tree:  
Get one free webinar, Click here for more information!

At-Home Learning at The Library of Virginia.  They want to 
help parents, caregivers, students, and lifelong learners 
with at-home resources prepared by The Library of 
Virginia.  At the link below you will find a range of 
resources for all age groups! 
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/at-home-learning/

2020 Conferences

20 May, NGS Family History Conference Virtual "Echoes of 
Our Ancestors,"  registration is open until May 15, 2020. 
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

26-31 July, IGHR 2020 Live! Virtual Conference, Course 
Registration is open until 11:55 pm on July 6, 2020.  
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/

2-5 September, FGS 2020 Conference, Kansas City, 
Missouri, "Blazing Trails in the Heart of America,"  
Registration will be available soon, go to the conference 
home page https://fgs.org/annual-conference/ for more 
information.  May be cancelled, keep checking!

Upcoming Events Abbreviations

AAHGS - Afro American and Historical Genealogy Society 
of Hampton Roads
APG -  Association of Professional Genealogists
FGS- Federation of Genealogical Societies
IGHR - Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research 
LVA - Library of Virginia
NGS - National Genealogical Society
NCGS - North Carolina Genealogical Society
NHS - Norfolk Historical Society
SLIG -  Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
TGS - Tidewater Genealogical Society
VGS - Virginia Genealogical Society

Linda Brown, Computer User Group Leader, needs 
assistance, email VBGS Administrator if you can help!

https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2019
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2018
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2017
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2016
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2015
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2014
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2013
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2020/05/weve-extended-the-free-webinars-through-may.html


 The Royal British Legion, as the United 
 Kingdom's national custodian of 

       Remembrance is working with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission to keep alive 
the memory of those who died in the First World War.  
By the end of the 2018, their objective is to ensure every 
fallen hero from across the Commonwealth is 
remembered individually by those living today.  It’s easy 
to get involved, whether or not you already have 
someone in mind to remember.  Just search for any 
name on the homepage and follow a couple of simple 
steps. You can plant a poppy, write a remembrance 
message and even upload photos and a story if you 
have them.  https://www.everyoneremembered.org/

 In response to the COVID-19 
 pandemic, the University of Virginia 
 Press announced that it had joined 
 with many other university presses to 

make their e-books open access to the world through at 
least the end of academic spring semesters (for UVa 
Press, until June 30, 2020).  Many of their history titles 
are available. See the Project MUSE page on Free 
Resources for a full list of participating publishers. 
https://about.muse.jhu.edu/resources/freeresourcescovid19/

 Through the work of state 
       archives, historical 

societies, and others, online collaborations have created 
digital archives from coast to coast.  The National 
Archives is a major contributor to the Digital Public 
Library of America , as are many state collaboratives. All 
states also provide access to millions of documents 
through their own sites—from the Online Archives of 
California to DigitalNC. In addition, a number of online 
collections reach across state lines, including databases 
on slavery records and the Densho archives of the 
Japanese American experience.  https://dp.la/

 The National Park Service's Civil War 
 Soldiers and Sailors System (CWSS) is 
 a database containing information 
 about the men who served in the Union 
 and Confederate armies during the Civil 

War. Other information on the site includes histories of 
Union and Confederate regiments, links to descriptions of 
significant battles, and selected lists of prisoner-of-war 
records and cemetery records, which will be amended 
over time.  Click here for more information.

 Bill Yates has owned Yates Publishing  
since 1972.  They publish genealogical  
quarterlies and printing jobs for  
genealgical books and periodicals.  In  
1981, he started the Family Group Sheet 

Exchange which is a major business.  There are over 
80,000 members of the this exchange.  If you order from 
his files you become a member of this group.  Many 
members have submitted their own  research results.  
There are 200,000 family group sheets.  They no longer 
add to these files because of what is online now. Most of 
their data is before the popularity of the Internet.  You 
can pay by paypal or personal check.
From the Editor:  I recently found their updated website 
and ordered 68 family group sheets in PDF from Bill for 
the Beach surname for only $11.00.  This is a new name I 
am researching and this will help me build trees for 
Beach families in Virginia.  You can check out Bill's 
website at http://www.yates.montana.com/

 This is the background for 
 my desktop! The picture is 
 of my great-grandfather, 
 Robert Toliver Yarborough. I 
 used a wonderful web site  
 called photofunia.com.  It is 
 easy to use.  Just follow the 
 directions and you can do 
 all kinds of fun pictures of  
 your family, ancestors or the 

living!  To make this picture I went to the section called 
“Vintage” but there are sections called Posters, Cards, 
Billboards, Movies, 
Halloween, etc.  It is 
free and some of them 
are animated.  Lots of 
ads like any other free 
site, but is worth it!  
Submitted by:
Bobbie Brenton.
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What's New or Been Renewed

 Amy Johnson Crow: To celebrate the 3rd 
 anniversary of the book, "31 Days of       
 Genealogy," beginning (May 1) she is 

going to go through the 31 Days of Better Genealogy 
inside the Generations Cafe Facebook group!   Each day 
will have a tip or resource that you can put into action 
right away! : https://www.facebook.com/groups/generationscafe/
https://www.facebook.com/AmyJohnsonCrow/,  Check out 
History Pin https://www.historypin.org/en/.  You can post old 
photos and see how buildings/land have changed. There 
is a timeline bar that goes from the past to the present.

https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm?UnitCode=CKY0005RIT
https://photofunia.com/
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In Europe, influenza attacked Allied and German armies alike, filling field 
hospitals and transport trains with weak, feverish men all along the Western 
Front.  On October 18, the AEF chief surgeon reported that “…influenza 
and pneumonia continue to prevail in all parts of the A.E.F.”    Influenza 
cases outnumbered combat casualties.  According to one tally, 227,000 
soldiers were hospitalized for battle wounds in 1918, but half again as 
many AEF soldiers—340,000—were hospitalized for influenza.   (p. 1429
–41)

When the Armistice finally came on November 11, it was impossible to 
maintain quarantines, but by then influenza had passed through most 
camps, leaving much to celebrate and to mourn.  Influenza would again 
sweep American military camps in the United States and Europe in early 
1919, but would be less virulent than the previous wave and find less 
fuel, as demobilization rapidly depopulated the camps.

It is possible that my grandfather was a conscientious objector 
and may have served in a non-combatant status.  He had been 
a farmer and was raised in his grandparents’ home.  They were 
Quakers and may have had a great influence on him.  In later 
life he became a Baptist minister and owned a large laundry. 
The building where he had the Ideal Laundry still stands in 
Lynchburg.

The Pandemic of 1918 and the Military (continued from page 1 
)

1. Carol R. Byerly, “The U.S. Military and the
Influenza Pandemic of 1918-1919,” Public Health 
Report 125 Suppl 3 (2010), PMCID: PMC2862337, 
PMID: 20568570.
2. War Department (US) Office of the Surgeon
General, Medical Department of the United States 
Army in the World War, vol 9: Communicable and 
other diseases. Washington: U.S. Government 
Printing Office; 1928. [Google Scholar]
3. Ayres LP. The war with Germany: a statistical
summary. Washington: U.S. Government Printing 
Office; 1919. pp. 125–6. [Google Scholar]
4. War Department (US) Annual report, 1919.
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office; 1920. 
[Google Scholar]
35. McCaw JD, Harbord J. Box 5493, Entry 2109,
RG 120, Entry 2109. College Park, MD: National 
Archives and Records Administration; 1918. Oct 18, 
Influenza and pneumonia situation.

Red Cross Volunteers – Boston, MA making masks

Ambulance Duty – St. Louis, MS, both images available 
from Historical Image Gallery, see page 1

House in 
Gladys 
Virginia 
where 
Hubert 
grew up

Ideal 
Laundry 
sign

Looking for a German research genealogist.  Must have access to old records and 
able to read old German.  Please call June Martin at 757-486-7522 or email at 
junemartin2@gmail.com.

35 

4 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/#B35
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/#B4
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=inu.30000090495643&view=1up&seq=11
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=Office+of+the+Surgeon+General,+Medical+Department+of+the+United+States+Army+in+the+World+War,+vol+9:+Communicable+and+other+diseases&publication_year=1928&
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?title=The+war+with+Germany:+a+statistical+summary&author=LP+Ayres&publication_year=1919&


Rebecca unfold it and take it around the 
classroom.  The chain was 66 feet, divided into 
100 links, marked off into groups of 10 by rings 
or tags.Lastly, you make the conversion to 
decimal.  Another good source to help you 
understand this process is an article which originally appeared in "Land Records" by Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, 
FUGA in "The Source: A Guidebook to American Genealogy" both links are at wiki.rootsweb.com.
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Which War Was Your Ancestor in?

I put together this chart about how old your ancestors were 
during the wars of this country, but as in any genealogy, it’s 
an educated guess. I am guessing that a person would have 
to be at least 17 years old to serve and the officers were 
probably near 50, but could have been older.

 Date of Wars  Birth Years for
 Participation

Bacon’s Rebellion   1676 1626-1659
French and Indian War 1689-1763 1639-1746
American Revolution  1775-1783 1725-1766
Indian Wars  1790-1811 1740-1794
War of 1812  1812-1815 1762-1798
Mexican War  1846-1848 1796-1831
Civil War 1861-1865 1811-1848
Spanish-American  1898-1901 1848-1884
World War I  1914-1918 1864-1901
War War II  1941-1945 1891-1928

Editor's note:  I found this in old VBGS records.  It may have 
been used in 2005 or 2006.  I am not sure of author.  If you 
know who wrote this, please let me know!

Elgin Green (VBGS member) asked about chain bearers/carriers at the April 9, 2020, VBGS Meeting.  Jo Given 
suggested he read an article written by Wendy Bransom, "VGS Fall 2019 Conference," from the VBGS November 
2019, First Landing Newsletter.  Page 12 talks about land and deed records which Rebecca Whitman Koford 
was speaking about at the conference.  Below is a portion of that page.

For state land records, the description uses local features, usually called 'metes and bounds,' which requires the 
'measuring' and 'naming' of boundary features.  The distances in patents and deeds were usually in poles, rods, or 
perches, 16 1/2 feet.

Rebecca went over in detail state-land map platting and deed terminology.  She recommended the book by E. 
Wade Hone, Land & Property Research in The United States, which would be helpful to understand this 
terminology.  She went over in detail Circular Measurements, you have to think about a clock when measuring 
direction.  One minute = 60 seconds, one degree = 60 minutes, one quadrant = 90 degrees and one circle = 360 
degrees or quadrants.

Next you need to know how linear measurement is done.  Rebecca actually brought her Gunter's chain with her 
that she had bought.  It is a distance measuring device used for surveying which was designed by an English 
clergyman and mathematician Edmund Gunter in 1620.  It enabled plots of land to be correctly surveyed and 
plotted for legal and commercial reasons.  The actual chain measures 100 links.  The class had fun helping 

- 1 mile = 80 chains = 320 poles, rods, or perches = 5,280 feet
- 1 chain = 4 poles, rods, or perches = 66 feet = 100 links
- 1 pole, rod, or perch = 25 links = 16 1/2 feet
- 1 link = 7.92 inches

Helpful Information You may or may not know! 

Some U.S. Civil War Facts

1860
- Nov. 6: Abraham Lincoln became president
- Dec. 20: South Carolina voted to seceded 
from the Union

1861
- Jan-Feb: Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana and Texas seceded
- Feb. 9: Jefferson Davis was elected 
president of the Confederacy
- Apr. 12: Southern troops fired on Fort 
Sumter
- Apr. 15: Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers 
for the Federal army
- Apr. 19: Lincoln proclaimed the blockade of 
Southern ports
- Apr-May: Virginia (minus western counties) 
Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina 
seceded
- First Battle of Bull Run, Manassas, was 
fought in Virginia

 (Continued on page 9)

https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Overview_of_Land_Records
https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/The_Source:_A_Guidebook_to_American_Genealogy


My husband and I hosted a Spanish exchange student last year.  She thought it was 
odd so many Americans serve in the military; even odder we proud to volunteer.  She 
didn’t know of anyone in her family ever serving in the military.  I ultimately chose not 
to enlist but am proud to be part of a military family. Here are a few of my service 
members…

My dad, Keith Crow.  A career Navy man, he gave twenty-four years.  Initially he was 
on submarines and ships as a DCC (Damage Control Chief, basically a firefighter on 
the ship), stationed in New England and Philadelphia.  Then came New Orleans, 
where he taught at an APG school (Advanced Pay Grade, a kind of bootcamp for 
recruits with civilian experience entering at a higher rate).  Finally we came Virginia 
Beach, where he saw a little more sea time and a little more shore duty before 
retirement.  Here he was attached to an EOD unit (Explosive Ordinance Disposal).  He 
loved the Navy but left to have time to build a second career. 
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Like many, I have a deeply rooted family history in service.  Religious service, civil service, and 
of course, military service.  It’s always been something I carried with pride but never really
thought much about since it’s my normal.  I grew up a Navy brat. It wasn’t always easy, but I 
loved it. 

A History of Service
By Heather Wright

heatherwrightvb@gmail.com

Keith Crow, father, U.S. Navy I know he saw all sorts of situations, thankfully though, we 
never had to send him off to a full-on war.  Both my 
grandfathers, on the other hand, enlisted specifically to 
serve during World War II.  I knew they served but it wasn’t 
until after they passed that I learned any details. Like their 
lives in general, they never talked about it. 

My paternal grandfather’s service was more than anyone 
expected.  Harry Madison Crow, Jr. served as a parachutist 
with the 82nd Airborne Division, U.S. Army.  He participated 
in campaigns all over Europe and was awarded many 
medals, but I really don’t know much else.  I tried ordering 
his service record, but it was among those destroyed in the 
1973 fire in St. Louis. I have no service photo of him either. 
I suspect one exists buried in an attic and hope to get my 
hands on it someday. 

Harry Madison Crow Jr, 
grandfather, US ArmyDaniel Berti, grandfather, 

U.S. Navy

My maternal grandfather’s service was unexpected as well, but on the other end of the spectrum.  Daniel Berti (the 
son of my immigrant ancestors mentioned in the prior newsletter) served in the U.S. Navy as a laundryman on the 
USS Sitka.  I think he was itching to serve.  He graduated high school in May 1944 and enlisted in July, having his 
father sign consent instead of waiting 18 days until his 18th birthday. 

I was able to order his service record. I have to say, I thought there’d be more details of his actual service, instead I 
felt like it was mostly medical and training notes.  He was missing two teeth, passed this or that test, had a cold 
and was going here or there for training --- but he did not have venereal disease (yay!).  When I saw he was a 
laundryman I chuckled a little, but someone’s got to do it. 

He went through the general training along with everyone (seamanship, gunnery, watch standing, etc.), but then 
there was the laundry, and it was no joke. The test was detailed; he wrote six pages. 

(continued on page 8 )
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The types of laundry and each step of the process, along with the amount and temperature of water, and the time 
per step.  Then there was basically an essay portion, page upon page explaining how to do this or that.  These 
were the questions:

A History of Service (continued from page 7)

A. 1. Give standard formula for the kinds of articles commonly washed in Naval 
Laundry.

2. Name two types of common shipboard stains and the removal of each.
3. Explain the reason for different washing formulas.

B. Give the procedure of an officer’s bundle, from the time you begin marking it 
until the Steward picks it up finished.
C. Name safety precautions used in this laundry.
D. 1. For preservance [sic] and correct operation of laundry appliances, what 
precautions should be observed?

2. Name and give use of each type of equipment in this shop.
E. What maintains the expense of this laundry?

The service records were great but an even better was finding his scrapbook.  No 
mention of laundry but all sorts of pictures, mementos, and a few pages of notes. 
One little note holds a mystery I’ve yet to solve: “November 28 – 1944 Boarded the 
U.S.S. Anthony started across had sub attack was sunk.  Spent 18 hrs in water on 
life raft. Flown back to Florida by plane continued training.”

Dan and shipmate Bruce 
on the USS Sitka

          What?!  No one had heard of this, there’s no mention in his record, and nothing else 
          in his scrapbook. I have been unsuccessful in my searches too. Nothing for the 
sinking of a U.S.S. Anthony, nothing about trainees spending hours on the water off the coast of 
Florida.  Nothing.  More research is needed.  Apparently, it didn’t faze him too much, though, I 
love how he simply “continued training.”

The list of service members in my family is long, a few are: Dr. 
Absalom Baird, 6th great-grandfather, surgeon during the 
American Revolution; Col. William McKennan, 5th great-
grandfather, also served during the Revolution, present at the 
surrender of Gen. Cornwallis; George Reed, 3rd great-grandfather, 
served in the American Civil War; Lt John Baird, 7th great-

                           grandfather, came to the American Colonies with Gen. Braddock's 
Army, died at the Battle of Fort Duquesne during the French and Indian War; and 
Rudolf Gallati, my 15th great-grandfather, one of many Swiss ancestors to serve as a 
mercenary, he died in 1515 at the Battle of Marignano.  They appear throughout 
history’s wars, sometimes on both sides. I have cousins and brothers, who fought on 
opposite sides of the Civil War; I can’t imagine what their mother went through.

And that’s it right there, we can’t forget the families.  They may not wear uniforms, but 
they serve in other ways. A simple note telling the person they aren’t forgotten.  The 

Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, 1st 
cousin 6 times removed, 

American Civil War, buried at 
Arlington

worry of not being able to see a person or know where they were.  Sending money, food, or even uniforms when 
they weren’t provided.  Being a family member can be a task in and of itself, and while we never saw my father go 
off to war, we still dealt with many of the same issues. 

While he went all over the world, we were home. Not always knowing where he was or what he was doing, and 
missing holidays or other special occasions was just part of it. We never lived by extended family, so vacations were 
always to see them, not to visit a new place.  Friends were hard too.  We did not see many station changes 
ourselves, but that didn’t stop everyone else from moving.  When I was young, I had three best friends in the house 
across the street.  One would move away and I’d make friends with the next.  I’d meet people at school or in girl 
scouts who grew up together.  We may become friends, but that deep connection was just something I’d never have. 

(continued on page 9)
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But then you remember those times together 
more, you appreciate visiting family more and 
you find a few special friends along the way who 
you connect with because of the craziness, not in 
spite of it.  Nope, I wouldn’t change a thing!

A History of Service (continued from page 8 )

Laurie and I, met 
at age 13, best 
and only 
remaining 
childhood friend, 
reconnected in 
2007 after 15 
years.

Dad re-enlisting in 1989

Some U.S. Civil War Facts
(continued from page 6)

1862
- Mar. 9: CSS Virginia and USS Monitor fight 
at Hampton Roads Virginia
- Apr. 6-7: Union wins battle of Shiloh
- Apr. 25: Union Admiral David Farragut 
captures New Orleans
- Aug. 28-30: Second Battle of Bull Run 
results in 22,000 causalities
- Sep. 17: Battle of Antietam is the first major 
battle on Union soil
- Dec. 11-17: Union suffers a devastating 
loss at Fredericksburg, Virginia

1863
- Jan. 1: Emancipation Proclamation frees 
slaves in Confederate territory
- Apr. 30-May 6: Battle of Chancellorsville is 
a crippling loss for the South
- Jul. 1-3: Battle of Gettysburg is the Civil 
War's bloodiest
- Jul. 4: Siege of Vicksburg Mississippi ends 
with the city's surrender

1863 continued

- Jul. 13-16: Irish workers initiate draft riots 
in New York City

1864
- Feb. 17: Confederate submarine H. L. 
Hunley sinks after attacking the USS 
Housatonic
- Feb. 25: First Union prisoners arrive at 
Andersonville Prison in Georgia
- Mar. 9: General Ulysses S. Grant becomes 
commander of the Union Army
- May 31-Jun. 12: More then 7,000 men are 
killed in 20 minutes the Battle of Cold Harbor 
in Virginia
- Sep. 2: Union troops occupy Atlanta

1865

- Apr. 2: General Lee evacuates the 
Confederate capital in Richmond, Virginia
- April 9: General Lee surrenders at 
Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia

1865 continued

- Apr 14: John 
Wilkes Booth 
assassinates 
Abraham Lincoln 
at the Ford's 
Theater in 
Washington D. C.
- May 10: Union 
Army captures 
Jefferson Davis in 
Irwinville, Georgia
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Jack, a Civil War Dog
by Deborah Christian
debrchrist@gmail.com

Last fall I spent a week in Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania Virginia visiting Civil War battlegrounds.  
I had read stories about a dog, Jack, a mascot to the Niagara Volunteer Fire Company from 
Pittsburg, (without the h) Pennsylvania, which fought at the battles of Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania, 
Wilderness and Petersburg.  I asked the volunteer at the Chancellorsville Visitor Center if he heard of 
Jack the dog, and he exclaimed that “Yes, Jack was a very famous war dog!” and we exchanged 
information about Jack and Company F, Pennsylvania 102nd Infantry Regiment where George Washington Brown, 
my paternal second great grandfather and a Union Soldier with the Niagara Volunteer Fire Company from Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, fought.

The story goes that an injured dog wandered into the fire station which was 
located in the present day foodie section of Pittsburgh, known as the Strip District. 
The firemen adopted the brown and white mixed terrier and named him Jack.  
When the company signed up to fight for the Union, the firemen took Jack with 
them and the canine learned the regiment’s bugle calls and obeyed orders.  Sadly 
but vigilantly, he would roam the battlefield seeking out wounded and dead 
comrades. 

Jack was captured by the South at Salem Church and later exchanged for one or 
two (there’s mixed stories) Confederate soldiers at Belle’s Island, in Richmond. The 
regiment presented a $75 silver dog collar to Jack during a ceremony in 
appreciation for his dedicated service.  While the men were on furlough near 
Frederick, Maryland, Jack disappeared on December 23,1864.  The men searched 
everywhere for him and a large reward was offered for his return but Jack was 
never seen by the Pittsburg firemen ever again.  The Pennsylvania 102nd Infantry 
Regiment mustered out on June 28, 1865.

Jack is commemorated with a large oil painting, commissioned after the war, 
which hangs in  Soldiers & Sailors National Military Museum & Memorial in 
Oakland, near the University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon University and the 
Carnegie Museum.

Source:  The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette August 10, 2005

VBGS Accepts Ads
The types of ads we accept should have to do with Genealogy or History.  There 
is a price associated with putting an ad into the newsletter.  Whatever date you 

start your ad, it would 
run for one year, four 
newsletters.  Here are the prices: Wallet size ad: $25.00, 
Quarter page ad: $50.00, Half page ad: $100.00, Full page 
ad: $150.00.  

These ads can be from VBGS members or non members, 
local or national organizations, businesses that are 
focused on genealogy and history.  

If you are interested in putting in an ad, contact the First 
Landing Newsletter editor at firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com.

http://www.heartofthecivilwar.org/blog/mans-best-friend-in-war-and-peace-dogs-in-the-american-civil-war


LCDR Eugene Elbert Lindsey
By Wendy Bransom

wbranfildes@gmail.com

I have been wanting to share with VBGS an artist's description of a 1930’s military deployment 
done on aircraft fabric.  This beautiful artwork was found in an antique store by a Navy Chief Petty 
Officer who later gave it to Captain Frank Harper Bransom (my father-in-law) in 1970.  The Chief 
gave this artwork to him because he knew of Frank's interest in naval history.  This artwork was 
done by LT Eugene Lindsey in 1930 while deployed with VF-5B, the Red Rippers on the USS 
Lexington.  At the bottom of the artwork is a personal message from Eugene wishing everyone a Merry Christmas.
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The Red Rippers have asked my husband for this artwork numerous times, he has had it 
professionally photographed to share with others.  It is slowly disintegrating so we keep 
it archivally safe.  The Red Rippers were commissioned in 1927 as VF-5S in the earliest 
days of Naval Aviation and are the Navy’s oldest continuously active fighter squadron. 
The Rippers began their heritage in Hampton Roads, Virginia flying the Curtis F6C-3 
Hawk.  They served in both theaters of World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, 
and in Operations Provide Comfort, Southern Watch, Operation Enduring Freedom, and 
Operational Iraqi Freedom.  From the decks of the USS Langley (CV-1), America's first 
carrier, to the USS Harry S. Truman (CVN-75), the Red Rippers have been forever written 
into the history of Naval Aviation.  

In the first five months of 1942 the USS Enterprise and her Air Group participated in the 
Gilbert and Marshall Islands and Wake Island operations in February.  On February 1,Eugene Elbert Lindsey

LCDR Lindsey lead Torpedo Six against Japanese forces on Kwajalein which earned him a Distinguished Flying 
Cross.  In March, the Enterprise attacked enemy installations on Wake and Marcus Islands, and in April, she 
supported the Doolittle raid.  After additional operations in the Central Pacific, the Enterprise returned to Pearl 
Harbor on May 26 and began intensive preparations to meet an expected Japanese thrust at Midway Island.  On 
May 28, the Enterprise and the Hornet sortied from Pearl Harbor.  It was during this sortie that LCDR Lindsey 
crashed his plane while attempting to land on the Enterprise.  The aircraft went over the side.  Lindsey and his two 
crewmen were picked up by the plane guard destroyer USS Monaghan.  The crewmen were okay, however, Lindsey 
was badly injured and confined to sick bay.  Doctors feared he might have broken his back.  On June 4, after almost 
a week of recuperation, Lindsey still so bruised about the face that he could not put on his flight goggles.  When 
asked by the Air Group Commander, LCDR Wade McClusky, if he could fly Lindsey answered, “This is what I’ve 
been trained to do."

Eugene being assisted into a 
breeches bouy for transfer from 
USS Monaghan (DD-354) to the 
USS Enterprise (CV-6) on May 31, 
1942, while the ships were en 
route to the Midway area.  He 
had been picked up by the 
destroyer on May 28, after his 
TBD-1 Devastator torpedo 
bomber had crashed attempting 
to land on the carrier.  Aviation 
Radioman First Class Charles T. 
Granat is partially visible 
behind Lindsey, waiting his turn 
on the high line.  The other 
member of the plane's crew, 
Chief Aviation Pilot Thomas E. 
Schaeffer is standing with hands 
in pockets, just to left of the 
transfer group. Official U.S. Navy 
Photograph, now in the 
collections of the U.S. National 
Archives. Catalog #: 80-G-7748

1

1

(continued on page 12)
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 A short while later, aircraft 
from the USS Enterprise's air 
group launched to attack the 
Japanese carrier striking force 
that was approaching the 
Midway Atoll.  Without combat 
air protection, Torpedo 
Squadron Six (VT 6), led by 
Lindsey, had to thread their 
way through a gauntlet of 
swarming enemy fighters and 
a hail of anti-aircraft fire.  Of 
the fourteen torpedo planes 
that took off from the 
Enterprise that morning only 
four returned.  LCDR Eugene 
Elbert Lindsey and his 
gunner/radioman Aviation 
Chief Radioman Charles 
Tilden Grenat, did not return 
from this mission, and they 
were listed as missing in 
action. Their remains were 
unrecoverable. On Jun 5, 
1943, they were presumed 
dead.  LCDR Lindsey was 
posthumously awarded the 
Navy Cross, the Purple Heart, 
and the Presidential Unit 
Citation ribbon.2   LCDR 
Lindsey led a short life born 
July 2, 1905 and dying in 
service of his country June 4, 
1942.

I truly believe LCDR Lindsey 
was a very funny, smart, 
interesting and brave person. 
You can get that feeling when 
you look at this artwork.  If 
anyone would like a copy of 
this artwork, just email me.  If 
you enlarge the pdf you can 
see very clearly everything in 
the work.

Sources:
1: VF-11 ‘Red Rippers’ Seaforces.org website http://www.seaforces.org/usnair/VF/Fighter-Squadron-11_A.htm
2: USNA Virtual Memorial Hall Memorial EUGENE E. LINDSEY, LCDR, USN, 
https://usnamemorialhall.org/index.php/EUGENE_E._LINDSEY,_LCDR,_USN

LCDR Eugene Elbert Lindsey (continued from page 11)

This picture depicts a deployment of the USS Lexington in 1930, Lieutenant (j.g.) E. 
E. Lindsey, Fighting Plane Squadron (VF) 5B, USS Lexington

2
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Captain Edward Payson Reeve, Civil War Veteran
By Bob Bruce

rebiv@outlook.com

Most of us have many veteran ancestors, but we usually know very little past the fact of their 
service.  However, I am fortunate to have a second great-grandfather, Edward Payson Reeve, 
who wrote his “Civil War Reminiscences” some twenty years after the war.  They have been 
preserved on microfilm along with letters at the Wilson Library of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in the Southern Historical Collection.  With that information I will give an 
account of his military experiences and a little of his life after the war.

1861 – Prelude to War
As events were unfolding in the months after the election of Abraham Lincoln, Virginia started 
mobilizing its militia.  Virginia seceded on April 17, 1861, and the First Infantry Regiment was 
activated soon afterward.  EP, as Edward Payson was called, joined Company D, the Old 
Dominion Guard, consisting mostly of Richmond recruits.  During April and May the Company 
drilled and was indoctrinated into its routine at Camp Lee on the fairgrounds.  He enlisted as 
a private but was appointed a sergeant in his company and ensign in the regiment.

EP notes that he “entered service at age 28, weight 130 pounds, height 6 feet one half inch, supposed to be in an 
incipient consumption, had my hair clipped close, put on a small fatigue cap, thus giving the sun a fair chance at my 
face, with the result of having my nose and ears blistered in a few days to such an extent as to have all skin peel off 
them.  Notwithstanding this injury to my appearance, I commenced almost immediately to gain strength and flesh.”

During this time EP was able to take a brief leave and get married to Hester Morris Goodall on May 
13 at Grace Episcopal Church in Richmond.  He was allowed to go home each evening which led to 
his only punishment during his entire service: “One morning I was a little late and barely had time to 
take my place in line for drill.  In my hurry I forgot my white gloves and for this negligence, had an 
extra hour of guard duty.”

1861 – Battle of First Manassas
EP and the First Virginia Infantry commenced their entry into the war on May 27, 1861, after the 
Union Army crossed the Potomac River and occupied Alexandria, Virginia.  They journeyed to 
Manassas Junction and went into camp for a few weeks.  On July 17th they marched to Bull Run, 
and the next day sustained their first attack.  EP had his first close call with death as a corporal of 
the color guard was killed at his side. Hester Morris Goodall

EP describes several maneuvers through the 21st when the battle ended.  At one point after being ordered to fall 
back across the stream, he came across Gen. Longstreet, “who asked me why I was on this side of the stream, 
pointing out that our friends were on the other side fighting.  I told him I had been over but as he could hear, our 
officers were ordering us to fall back to our old position; but if he said so, I would go over again, but he ordered me 
to fall back and rejoin my company. The General never forgot me after this encounter, called me the big Sergeant 

and said I was charging the Yankee army with the flag of the old First.”

EP and the regiment spent the rest of the year and winter quarters around Centreville except for 
a period of outpost duty near Falls Church.  They were close enough to see Washington, D.C.  
While in winter quarters, EP was elected Lieutenant.

1862 – Battle of Williamsburg and Prison
When the regiment left camp in early April and stopped briefly in Richmond, EP was able to see 
his first born.  Anna Byrd Reeve, my great- grandmother, born on April 9, 1862, was just a few 
days old.

Anna Byrd Reeve

1

 (continued on page 14)
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Continuing on toward Yorktown, EP and his regiment ultimately engaged in the Battle of Williamsburg.  Previous to 
the battle he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant.  On May 5 there was a double-quick march to meet the Union forces 
near Fort McGruder.  At 4 o’clock in the afternoon he received a wound in his right shoulder and went to the field 
hospital in Bruton Parish Church. 

As it was dangerous for him to be moved, EP fell prisoner.  While still in Williamsburg he and his colonel, who was 
also in the same hospital, were given paroles by General McClellan to go to private quarters.  He remained in the 
house of “Mrs. Judge Tucker” for about three weeks (I believe this was Lucy Ann Smith Tucker, third wife of Judge 
Nathaniel Beverly Tucker who had died in 1851). 

EP eventually went to Fort Delaware Prison.  During this time he missed the other battles of the Peninsula 
Campaign, including Seven Pines and Seven Days Battles when Robert E. Lee took command from the injured 
Joseph E. Johnston.

As fortune was with EP, the defeat of General McClellan in the final battles of the Peninsula Campaign presented the 
opportunity for a prisoner exchange.  From his captivity on an island in the Delaware River south of Philadelphia, EP 
rode on the steamer Merrimac (which was not the Merrimack that was converted into the ironclad) to Fortress 
Monroe and ultimately made his way to Richmond, where he spent several days with his family.  He rejoined his 
regiment on August 25, 1862, and almost immediately headed for the Battle of Second Manassas.

1862 – Battle of Second Manassas and Fredericksburg
On August 30 in the Battle of Second Manassas, EP’s regiment was part of Longstreet’s right flank of the Army of 
Northern Virginia.  They were entering the battle on the crucial third day, and their mission was to crush the Union 
left flank.  EP was in command of his company, and while charging a battery on the ridge past the Chinn house, he 
received his second wound of the war in his left side.  He missed the Battle of Antietam, or Sharpsburg as 
Confederates called it, in September, but returned to duty in early November near Culpeper.  In early December the 
regiment was sent to Fredericksburg.  Initially, during this battle, his unit was in reserve in the central part of the line. 
He says he had a “bird’s eye view of the battle from the heights.” Later, on December 13, they were ordered to 
reinforce Marye’s Hill which had become a focus of several Union assaults. 

During winter quarters, EP and another officer were sent to Richmond to recruit replacements.  While at Camp Lee 
he was not successful in enlisting volunteers since the First Virginia Regiment had a reputation of being in all the 
heavy fighting.  From Richmond he went to Staunton and was able to secure about 150 men.

1863 – Spring Operations in Eastern North Carolina
With those recruits EP rejoined his regiment that had been on a spring campaign in eastern North Carolina.  From 
Kingston, North Carolina, in late March 1863 they turned north again, participated in the Siege of Suffolk, and 
continued north through May and June.  Ultimately they arrived at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in late June.

1863 - Gettysburg
At Gettysburg EP’s First Virginia was in Longstreet’s Corps, Pickett’s Division, and Kemper’s Brigade.  The Division 
numbered about 5,000 and was to lead the July 3, 1863 charge at the center of the Union line, supported by Maj. 
Gen. Pettigrew’s Division and two brigades of Maj. Gen. Trimble. All total, the force came to about 15,000 men.  EP 
says in his Reminiscences that he had heard a number of remarks that “Pickett’s Division had been condemned to 
be shot and was marching up to execution…” In the course of the march across some 1,400 yards, the regiment lost 
its colonel and captain, and Gen. Kemper was wounded.  EP found himself in charge of the regiment, but by then 
there was no regiment to follow.  Just before the stone fence he received a wound in his right arm.  He sat on a pile 
of rocks near The Angle and watched as a few of Armistead’s Brigade made it over the wall. 
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(continued on page 15)
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Realizing he needed to move or be captured, EP walked to the rear, covering the same ground from where he had 
just come.  He had the bullet extracted at the hospital in Cash Town and marched with the retreating force to 
Winchester, Virginia.  From there he caught a train and made it back to Richmond and his wife.  When he returned to 
his company on September 9 near Culpeper, EP found that he had been promoted to Captain and was in charge of 
his Company D.

1864 – North Carolina, Petersburg, and Hanover Junction
In early March, during operations in eastern North Carolina, EP was furloughed for ten days, but toward the end of 
this period he became very ill.  He did not return until the unit had completed its southern campaign.  That was 
around May 10 in Petersburg, just in time to move a little north to Drewry’s Bluff on the James River.  In the battle 
on May 16 there was dense fog and the First Virginia passed the extreme right of Butler’s forces and attacked his 
rear capturing many prisoners.  From this battle the Virginia brigade went just south to the Howlett House to build 
fortifications.  This was part of the Howlett Line, stretching from the James River to the Appomattox River, which 
contained and bottled up the Union forces of General Butler until General Lee withdrew the following year on April 2, 
1865.

On May 19 EP and the First Virginia was pulled north of Richmond and engaged in skirmishes in the North Anna and 
Hanover Junction areas. Grant was advancing south and the regiment engaged parts of his army.  Other units ended 
up facing him at Cold Harbor.  The First Virginia then crossed the James River on June 16, heading toward 
Petersburg, but was stopped shy of the town.  Here they made camp and remained, doing easy picket duty until 
Petersburg and Richmond fell. 

Spring 1865 – Final Battles and Prison
EP and the First Regiment began running battles as the army headed west, following Union Army breakthroughs in 
the Confederate lines.  On April 6, 1865, at Sailor’s Creek nearly the entire regiment was captured, including EP.  
Only seventeen soldiers remained of the First Virginia to surrender at Appomattox on April 9.

EP spent several months in prison at Johnson’s Island before being released.  When he was in prison his father sent 
a note asking if there was anything he could do to assist him.  His father, being from New York, had moved to 
Washington, D.C., from Virginia with his wife, and held a position with the federal government.  John Goodall Bruce, 
my great-uncle, in his book on the Reeve family conjectures that his father thought he might use his position to help 
EP, but states, according to family lore, “this offer was firmly declined – no favors from the enemy.”

Summer 1865 – Release and Return to Civilian Life
Upon returning to Richmond, EP became a pillar of his community, but also remained loyal to his comrades in arms, 
looking after those who were not as fortunate.  His obituary states that “sick and distressed comrades were his 
special care, and the gloom from many a home was lifted by his presence.”  He was a retail pharmacist by 
profession, and his store was at 602 East Marshall Street, near the current Library of Virginia.  Active in the affairs of 
the city, he was elected as an alderman for four years, ran for mayor, but ultimately had to withdraw for failing 
health.  He spent over twenty-five years as a Mason, spending most as treasurer of his Dove Lodge and a past 
Master.
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Captain Edward Payson Reeve, Civil War Veteran (continued from page 14)
)

Epilogue

EP was born on June 17, 1832, in 
Hanover County, Virginia, and died in 
Richmond on June 10, 1898. He is buried 
in Hollywood Cemetery. He and his wife 
had five children, with two dying in 
childhood. Of the three remaining 
daughters only Anna Byrd Reeve married, 
and to my great-grandfather, Robert 
Edgar Bruce, Sr. 

French Hay was the 
childhood home of EP, his 
father, John Flavel Reeve 
bought the house in 1838.  
The house was the 
headquarters for General 
LaFayette during the 
Revolutionary War.  
LaFayette sent hay seed to 
the house when he 
returned to France.  The 
hay was grew very well and 
this is how the house got 
its name.  (continued on page 16)



As I contemplate EP’s story of his war experiences, I am struck with amazement that I am here at all, or at least with 
the same DNA.  It causes me to think of other events in my genealogy where by some pure luck, my line was 
continued.  With so many twists, turns, and near misses, there are numerous occasions where links in the chain to 
ancestors could have been broken.  In this story of my great-great-grandfather, I am fortunate that he married and 
had his first child before his close calls in such a catastrophic conflict.  Many are not here today because of links 
not connected from the over 600,000 deaths in the Civil War.

https://www.productionhub.com/video/23645/fields-of-valor-the-civil-war-3d and
3Net to Debut ‘Fields of Valor: The Civil War,’ World’s First Native 3D Documentary Series – TV By The Numbers by zap2it.com 
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Captain Edward Payson Reeve, Civil War Veteran (continued from page 15)
)

E. P. Reeve 
announcement for 
candidacy of Mayor 
of Richmond

Edward Payson Reeve is behind man sitting on ground on left

***************************************************************************

I was surprised while watching TV a number of years ago 
when a Civil War film was showing.  “Fields of Valor” 
features Edward Payson Reeve and the 1st Virginia and 
Henry Livermore Abbott and the 20th Massachusetts.  
Those interested can find it at the links below these 
pictures.

https://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/press-releases/3net-to-debut-fields-of-valor-the-civil-war-worlds-first-native-3d-documentary-series/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howlett_Line



