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1. What is a Bastard? Why did the government care so much? 

2. What were the Laws for Bastards? Hening, The Statutes at Large. http://vagenweb.org/hening/ 
3. Two Case Studies: 

a. William P. Tynes, 1835-1888 
b. Obediah Pyland, 1747-1815 
c. Both of Surry County, Virginia 
d. This has not been a linear nor an easy process. 

 
4. Evidence: 

a. Records: Court Order Books, Parish Records, Overseers of Poor 
b. Takes a ton of time – be exhaustive 

5. YDNA 
a. Locate a direct line male to test 
b. Familytree DNA, get the highest level marker test you can afford (they go on sale) 
c. Recognize that this may not solve your brickwall 

6. William P. Tynes 
a. Evidence found:  

i. Second marriage register entry, 1882 
ii. Guardian bond, 1847 
iii. Chancery Case, 1856 (this was the most telling piece) 

7. Locating a Living Male Heir 
a. Built out each male line’s tree, using: 

i. Ancestry.com,  

ii. Whitepages.com, 

iii. Obituaries (newspapers.com and genealogybank.com),  

iv. Findagrave, 

v. 1940 census records, 

vi. Facebook (yes, really). 

b. Be prepared for the phone call: print out the lineage, be sensitive, prepare yourself for their reaction. 
8. Possible Fathers 

a. Neighbors found in tax records, census, processioners’ returns 
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b. Who appears on records with the family: deeds/wills 
9. Don’t get emotional. Keep your search based in evidence. Not who you want it to be. 
10. Tested at 67-marker level. Later upgraded.  

a. Joined surname project (familytree dna ydna surname project) for Little.  
b. The group administrator advised to upgrade the test, test for specific SNPs, and they grouped the 

results based on the results. 
11. Littles of Surry County, Virginia 

a. Found in records with the family for two generations. 
b. Then compared the atDNA results. 

12. Obediah Pyland 
a. LONG search. 
b. How found: his name appeared in court order for being “base born” and bound out. His mother 

was named. 
c. Long search to locate living male heir. First one didn’t follow up. 
d. For this test, did the 111-marker test, and I’m willing to upgrade if necessary. 
e. Results just came back – at first glance, not black and white. Closest match is a Smith, who held the 

land patent next to the Pyland family in Surry. 
13. Lots more to do…currently accepting donations for my cadaver sniffing dog. Haha.  


