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Newsletter
Founded 1983

Federation of Genealogical Societies was 
founded in 1976 and represents the 
members of hundreds of genealogical 
societies.  https://fgs.org/

The National Genealogy Society is 
more than a century old! NGS was 
organized in Washington, DC, in 1903. 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/

 The Virginia Genealogical 
Society was organized in 
1960. https://www.vgs.org/

VBGS is a member of these societies

(continued on page 9 )

Why Did My German Grandfather Emigrate?
By Fran Florence

hflorence2@cox.net

Asking my father “Why did my grandfather emigrate?” should have been a simple question, but 
my father’s stories about this were always told with conflicting memories.  Since my father was 
only seven when he came to Ellis Island and only twelve when he returned to Germany for a 
seven-month visit with his mother’s family, early conversations could have been confusing to 
him.  Later my father claimed that my grandfather was very stern and short-tempered.  These two factors 
contributed initially to unclear explanations.  In later years my father’s memory was clouded with his possible 
embellishments and forgetfulness that come with old age.

From my early teenage years forward I tried to learn my grandfather’s story.  Finally, my father, Hermann Kropp, 
wrote me a letter in February 1990.  The convoluted answers in the letter left me even more confused.  He wrote:  

"All of the Kropps from time immemorial were ship's builders and ship's carpenters.  My father 
(Johannes Hinrich Kropp or JHK) wanted to go to sea like his forefathers but being the last 
surviving son out of three boys, his mother refused to part with him.  (He became a watchmaker and 

jeweler instead) ‘Mother' (JHK’s wife, Katharina) could not run two jewelry stores alone with only 
the help of a couple of watchmakers.  Being a poor businessman, JHK went bankrupt and Mother's 
family got him out of trouble twice.  Intro (In addition to bankruptcy he must have been in other trouble for 

my father drifted at this point to his father’s 

needing to leave the country.)  So he had 
to leave initially by himself under 
another man's military passport 
named Adler, a diamond merchant 
dealer. Although he was living in 
America as an alien, he volunteered to 
fight for Germany but he could not 
because the British controlled the seas.  
In 1916 my father was cleared.”



2  Virginia Beach Genealogical Society Newsletter  August 2019

President
Craig Fenton

Vice President
Jo Ann Given

Secretary
Diane Fenton

Treasurer
Rachel Greenberg

Members at Large 
Brian Baldwin 

Bobbie Brenton 
Barbara Murray 
Peg Niedholdt

Past President
Nancy Ann Norman

Membership
Duane Harding

Publicity
Barbara Murray

Computer
Linda Brown

Society Administrator
contactvabgs@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Wendy Bransom

firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com

Website
https://www.vbgsva.net/

Webmaster
Carmen Cross

webmaster.vbgs@gmail.com

The Virginia Beach 
Genealogical Society

Leadership Notes........
President's Message
August 2019

We all have roadblocks or brick walls in our genealogical search.  I 
am lucky, I have family on both sides who had an interest in family 
history.  However, I had several ggg grandfathers on whom I could not find any 
information.  They were so mysterious they seemed to come from outer space.  DNA 
testing helped me with two of my brick walls.  One, my mother’s side, my ggg 
grandfather Parsons from Norfolk County.  The other ggg grandfather, on my father’s 
side, was from upstate New York.  I have been searching for the better part of 40 
years for these two individuals, with no luck.

In the past year, I have discovered the identity of one ggg grandfather and am near 
discovering the identity of the other because of DNA testing.  On my mother’s side, 
one of my fourth cousins, had a family tree which identified my ggg grandfather, 
Thomas B. Parsons of Norfolk County, VA.  Oh, happy day!!!  I did the genealogy to 
prove the validity of his tree.  On my father’s side, I have not yet positively identified 
my ggg grandfather Fenton, but I am so close I can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel.

I encourage all to get their DNA tested.  Genealogically, the information you gain 
cannot be found anywhere else.  If you are cousin hunting, I recommend 
AncestryDNA®, because it has the largest database.  If you have other DNA 
objectives, such as, medical inquiry, another testing service may be better.  I also 
strongly recommend you test your parents and any brothers and sisters who are 
living, if they are willing.  

Be sure to explain the downside, there is the possibility of a surprise that parent or 
brother or sister may not be biologically related.  If you cannot stand the heat, don’t 
take the test.  Recently, I read Inheritance by Dani Shapiro where she tells of her 
experience with a DNA surprise.  Her father was not her father.  I recommend this 
book to all genealogists.       Craig Fenton

Note From the Editor............. The next First Landing
newsletter is November 2018, give me your ideas for a theme for it!  This months 
theme on Roadblocks was a great idea, several members were eager to receive 
this newsletter.  As you know, I am putting together in each newsletter, the VBGS 
History.  For 1995 and 1996, I could not find good pictures to use.  If any of you 
have old pictures of the society, please email them to me or pass them to me at 
the VBGS meetings.  See to the right for the email address.
Membership:  $25 Individual and $35 Family: https://vbgsva.net/membership/  Mail applications, 
questions and address changes to: VBGS P.O. Box 62901 Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2901 

Was Founded 1983 
VBGS is organized for educational 

purposes

The objectives of this society are:
a. To help individuals conduct their

genealogical research and
compile their family histories

b. To aid individuals by educational
means, including lectures,
discussions, and workshops

c. To create and foster an interest
in genealogy

d. To gather and preserve
genealogical and historical data.

 Welcome
To our new members



VBGS Bulletin Board  and Tips 
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From the Albemarle Genealogical 
Society: About two years ago, several 
members took boxes of AGS books for 
sale to their homes for 
safekeeping.   AGS now have a storage 
locker in Moyock, NC and it is climate 
controlled.  So far, they have collected 
many of the books but need to know if 
anyone else has books.  We are trying to 
get them all under one roof for ease of 
inventory.  Please contact Newell 
Cannon if you have any of the books 
agsnc.treasurer@gmail.com.

The VBGS September 9, 2019 meeting will be held at 
the Marian Manor.  Construction is still underway at 
the Virginia Beach Central Library and may not be 
open to meetings again until later this Fall.  We will 
meet at the Marian Manor Retirement Community at 
the Terrace Room:  5345 Marian Lane, Virgina Beach.  
Below is how to get to the Terrace Room.  As you 
enter, go straight through the lobby and the dining 
room.  At the end, you will see double doors, go 
through them.  Go to your right down the hallway until 
you reach the Terrace Room.  There will be signs at 
the lobby and at the double doors pointing you in the 
right direction.  For parking, there are some places up 
front.  There are more parking spaces across the 
street at the church, they will allow you to park there.  

It is that time of the year again to start nominating 
VBGS members for board positions (President, 
Secretary and two Members-at-Large).  Contact the 
society administrator contactvabgs@gmail.com if you 
know someone to nominate for 2020.  You can also do 
this at the VBGS meetings.  A Nominations Committee will 
be announced soon.

Do you want to have a picnic this fall? If 
you do, let the VBGS Board Officers 
know.  If you want to help plan this event, 
contact anyone on the VBGS Board or 
send an email to the society administrator 
contactvabgs@gmail.com  This event won't 
be hard to put together but we need 
volunteers!

VBGS Accepting Ads
The VBGS Officers Board has approved 
the use of ads in the VBGS First Landing 
newsletter.  The type of ads we are 
looking for should have to do with 
Genealogy or History.  We have already 
received our first ad which you can see to 
the right.  

Thank you Peg Niedholdt for placing your 
ad in the VBGS newsletters!  

There is a price associated with putting an ad into the newsletter.  Whatever date you start your ad, it would run for 
one year, four newsletters.  

Here are the prices: Wallet size ad: $25.00, Quarter page ad: $50.00, Half page ad: $100.00, Full page ad: $150.00. 

These ads can be from VBGS members or non members, local or national organizations, businesses that are 
focused on genealogy and history.  

If you are interested in putting in an ad, contact the First Landing newsletter editor at firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com.
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The VBGS Annual Banquet/Business Meeting has been 
approved by the VBGS Board Officers.  Save the date of 
this fun event which is January 23, 2020.  It will be at 
the Honey Bee Golf Club in Virginia Beach.  They have a 
very nice facitly that we will be using for this event.  The 
room we will be using has many windows that show the 
beautiful outside scenery.  

We will be having a buffet for the event.  Star Spangle Catering will be 
providing the buffet with a wonderful menu.  The buffet will consist of Steak 
Bruschetta, Lemon Dill Salmon, Roasted Vegetable Medley and Roasted 
Red Potatoes.  Included with the buffet is tea, lemonade, fresh baked yeast 
rolls and butter.  For dessert, we are asking some VBGS members to bring 
a homemade dish, as we would like to taste their recipes. 
If you would like to bring a homemade dessert, contact either Wendy or

This event will start at 5:00 pm with a 
social hour.   We expect the event to be 
over by 9:00 pm.

During the social hour, you will have the 
opportunity to buy tickets.  These tickets 
can be used to put into paper bags in front 
of items for drawings.  The winners of the 
drawings will be announced at the end of 
the night by the VBGS president.  We are 
looking for items to have for these 
drawings.  We already have 2 items 
donated.  Also, one of the VBGS members 
has volunteered to do a wine basket.  We 
are looking for items that have to do with
history/genealogy.  Of course, we will accept other nice items like a gift basket.  Many of you have been to 
genealogy conferences and are familiar with the kind of items that are at conference drawings.  But if you are not 
familiar, here are some ideas:  Memberships to genealogy websites, membership to a genealogy newsletter, 
genealogy software and genealogy books and maps.  Again, if you want to donate an item for the raffle contact 
Bob or Wendy.  You can also bring your donated item to the VBGS Meetings or Computer User Group. 

Bob and Wendy are looking for ideas for this event.  If you think you have an idea or would like to help with the 
banquet, please contact firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com.  We will be making centerpieces for the tables, if anyone 
has a creative idea, contact us.  The VBGS November 2019 newsletter will provide an update on this event.

The price for dinner will be $30.00.  There will be a cash bar available for alcohol and drinks not already provided.  
We will be sending out an invitation to the banquet by email to VBGS Members in late August/early September.  It 
will have a few questions and other information.  You will need pay for this event by 16 December.  This is 
required for planning purposes.  You can start paying for your dinner at the VBGS September 12, 2019 meeting.  It 
has been quite a while since we have had a banquet.  This will be a very fun event, we hope you sign up!

VBGS Annual Banquet/Business Meeting

Wendy Bransom and Bob Bruce 
have volunteered to be the 

banquet committee

Bob, or send an email to 
firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com



2019 Meetings/Trips
6 August: New Ways to Explore Your Ancestry by VBGS at Marian Manor, 
Terrace Room 11:00 am, Topic: Ancestry (Basic) Speaker: Linda Brown and 
Barbara Murray RSVP by 5 August to 757-456-5018.

13 August: New Ways to Explore Your Ancestry by VBGS at Marian Manor, 
Terrace Room 11:00 am, Topic: What DNA Can Tell You, Speaker: Craig and 
Diane Fenton, RSVP by 12 August to 757-456-5018.

15 August: Learn how to effectively search the Ancestry.com 
genealogy/family history database at Larchmont Branch Library, 6525 
Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, Virginia 23508, 10:00 am - 11:59 am.  To reserve your 
seat, please call (757) 441-5335.

20 August: New Ways to Explore Your Ancestry by VBGS at Marian Manor, 
Terrace Room 11:00 am, Topic: Researching Family History Without the 
Internet, Speaker: Wendy Bransom, RSVP by 19 August to 757-456-5018.

24 August: Genealogy Class - Beginning Genealogy 101 at Horace C. 
Downing Branch Library, 555 East Liberty Street, Norfolk, Virginia 23523. 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm https://smcclass1908.eventbrite.com 

12 September: VBGS Monthly Meeting at Marian Marian Manor, Terrace 
Room 7:00 pm, Speaker: TBD Topic: TBD.

14 September: Genealogy Class - Intermediate Genealogy 201 at Horace C. 
Downing Branch Library, 555 East Liberty Street, Norfolk, Virginia 23523. 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm https://smcclass1909.eventbrite.com

17 September: VBGS Computer User Group at Joint Use Library 6:00 pm,  
Topic: Lisa Louise Cooke Video "Cloud Back-up," (30 minutes) and time for 
user group members to help each other with genealogy computer issues.

26 September:  Learn how to effectively search the Ancestry.com 
genealogy/family history database at Blyden Branch Library, 879 East 
Princess Anne Road, Norfolk, Virginia 23504, 10:00 am - 11:59 am.  To 
reserve your seat, call (757) 441-2852.

10 October: VBGS Monthly Meeting at Marian Manor, Terrace Room 7:00 pm, 
Topic: VBGS Show & Tell.

19 October: Genealogy Class - Advanced Genealogy 301 at Horace C. 
Downing Branch Library, 555 East Liberty Street, Norfolk, Virginia 23523, 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm. https://smcclass1910.eventbrite.com

21 October: VBGS Computer User Group at Joint Use Library 6:00 pm,  
Topic: Lisa Louise Cooke Video "The Big Picture in Little Details," 
(43 minutes) followed by discussion.

2 November: Genealogy Class - African American Genealogy at Horace C. 
Downing Branch, 555 East Liberty Street, Norfolk, Virginia 23523, 11:00 am - 
1:00 pm.  https://smcclass1911.eventbrite.com

14 November: VBGS Monthly Meeting at Marian Manor, Terrace Room, 7:00 
pm, Speaker: TBD Topic: TBD

18 November: VBGS Computer User Group at Joint Use Library 6:00 pm.  
Topic: TBD

7 December: Genealogy Class - Genealogical Databases and Websites at 
Horace C. Downing Branch Library, 555 East Liberty Street, Norfolk, Virginia 
23523,  11:00 am - 1:00 pm. https://smcclass1912.eventbrite.com

16 December: Learn how to effectively search the Ancestry.com 
genealogy/family history database at Little Creek Branch Library, 7853 Tarpon 
Place, Norfolk, VA 23518, 2:00 - 3:59 pm.  To reserve your seat, please call 
(757) 441-1751.

17 December: Learn how to effectively search the Ancestry.com 
genealogy/family history database at Larchmont Branch Library 6525 
Hampton Blvd Norfolk, Virginia 23508, 2:00 pm - 3:59 pm.  To reserve your 
seat, please call (757) 441-5335.
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2019 Conferences/Banquets
21-24 August: FGS 2019 National Conference, Washington, DC.  FGS makes its 
first visit to the nation’s capital with the National Archives, Library of Congress 
and DAR Library.  Lodging is at the Historic Omni Shoreham Hotel for 21-24 
August.  More Here!

13-15 September: TGS 50th Anniversary Dinner and Seminar.  "From Our 
Ancestors to the Moon," Dinner at Whaling Company, Williamsburg 5:30 pm, 
cost $35.00.  Seminar is 14 September at Stryker Building, Williamsburg at 
9:00 am, cost $45.00.  Registration due by August 26, 2019.  Late registration 
will cost $55.00. Click here for the flier!

19-21 September: APG 2019 Conference in Salt Lake City at the Hotel RL,  
Topics: Operating a genealogy Business, Methods to increase your genealogical 
research skills and much more.  Click here for more information.

10-12 October:  AAHGS - Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 
2019 National Conference, held at College Park Marriott and Conference Center, 
Hyattsville, Maryland.  For more information, Click Here.

18-19 October: VGS Fall Conference at Williamsburg, Virginia, Friday Program is 
research at the Swem Library, College of William and Mary, Saturday Program 
will held at the Saint Bede Catholic Church, 3686 Ironbound Road, Track 1: 
Finding and Disappearing Ancestors - Thomas W. Jones and Track 2: It's All 
About Land and Research Essentials - Rebecca Whitman Koford.  The Historic 
Powhatan Resort, 3601 Ironbound Road is offering special room rates.  Call the 
resort at (800) 438-2929, ask for the VGS rate.  You can register and also get 
more information at http://www.vgs.org.

24-25 October:  RootsTech, London, England.  Donny Osmond is a featured 
Keynote Speaker.  There will be 150 sessions on topics and 100 stands.  
https://www.rootstech.org/london

1-2 November: NCGS 2019 Conference held  at McKimmon Conference and 
Training Center in Raleigh, Keynote Speaker: Roberta Estes, Topic: ”The Lost 
Colony: Is It Still Lost?” Lecture topics will include DNA, African American, Civil 
War, Native American, methodology, migration, medical records, and more.  
Click here for more information and registration.
 
1-2 November: Virtual Genealogical Association Virtual Conference.  Keynote: 
Blaine Bettinger Additional speakers include Amy Johnson Crow, Bernice 
Bennett and much more.  Go to https://virtualgenealogy.org/

2020 Conferences/Banquets

12-17 January: SLIG "Elevate Your Genealogical Education to new Heights" will 
be held in Salt Lake City.  It will include 15 courses including "Virginia from the 
Colonial Period to the Civil War Records, Her People, Her Laws" with Barbara 
Vinces Little and Victor Dunn.  Click here for more information.

23 January: VBGS Business Meeting/Dinner at the Honey Bee Golf Club, 2500 
South Independence Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23456, 5:00 pm, cost $30.00,  
dinners must be paid for by December 16, 2019, check the VBGS Website for a 
flier and invitations early Fall 2019.  See page 4 of this newsletter for more 
information.

Upcoming Events Abbreviations
AAHGS - Afro American and Historical Genealogy Society of Hampton Roads
APG -  Association of Professional Genealogists
FGS- Federation of Genealogical Societies
IGHR - Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research 
NGS - National Genealogical Society
NCGS - North Carolina Genealogical Society
NHS - Norfolk Historical Society
SLIG -  Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
TGS - Tidewater Genealogical Society
VGS - Virginia Genealogical Society

https://fgs.org/annual-conference/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ac8e2e736099b27ba488150/t/5d0d366a7aee470001511077/1561146986564/TGS+FOLDED+FLYER.pdf
https://www.apgen.org/conferences/index.html
https://www.aahgs.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.viewPage&pageID=1981&nodeID=60
https://www.ncgenealogy.org/event/ncgs-2019-fall-conference/
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524


The 2021 NGS Conference is going to be held in 
Richmond Virginia from 19-22 May .  Check out more 
about this on VGS and NGS websites as the date gets 
closer.

 NGS now offers special value 
 audio packages from their 
 2019 and 2018 conferences.  

Prices vary but if you want to view individual audio 
recordings and on-demand video, visit this website
PlaybackNGSwebsite.

MyHeritage has a mobile app to 
improve your genealogical 
experience.  They have Family 
Timelines: A new home screen, the ability 
to view family trees of users who match 
your DNA or family tree and much more.  
MyHeritage mobile app is available for 
free for iOS and Android, on smartphones 
and tablets.  Click here for information.

 Fold 3 has added a new 
 collection of naval records to 
 their archives!  The Navy Officers’ 

Letters 1802-1884 is a collection of letters to the 
Secretary of the Navy from officers assigned to naval 
ships, stations, and Navy bureaus.  The letters contain 
routine personnel matters such as duty assignments, 
leave or furloughs, desertions, resignations, court-
martials, and other administrative issues. 
Click here for more information.

ThruLines™ is an innovative 
new tool that combines the 
power of your family tree with 
AncestryDNA®, and you can use it right now.  You can 
find new ancestors who connect you to your DNA 
matches or discover more details about the people in 
your family tree.  To try it out, go to Ancestry and log 
on.  Click on DNA on the top menu, then select 
ThruLines™.  You will see your ancestors pictures (ones 
that you uploaded) in a family tree through all the 
generations you have on ancestry.  You can filter by 
either All Ancestors, Potential Ancestors or Ancestors 
from Your Linked Tree.  It is really fun to look at.  
Click here to learn more
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What's New
The Tennessee State 
Library and Archives is 
creating a database with 
maps of veterans who 
applied for a federal 
government pension.
Many Revolutionary War 
veterans came to 
Tennessee.  Most came 
from Virginia and North 

Carolina, but by no means all.  This project only tracks 
those veterans who applied for a pension from the 
federal government.  Pensions were first available in 
1818, but only for those who had served in the 
Continental Line (George Washington’s army).  In 1832 
the pension laws were changed so that men who fought 
in state militia could apply.  In 1836, widows of veterans 
could apply.  Check out this database!

The Library of Congress has a new 
vast online collection of World War 
I era newspaper clippings.  It is 
from a single unique source: the 
400-volume, 80,000-page set, 
World War History: Daily Records 
and Comments as Appeared in 
American and Foreign Newspapers, 
1914-1926.  Beginning with the 
assassination of Austrian Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914 
and extending to the November 11, 
1918 armistice and years after, the 
clippings yield significant

information about the political, social, cultural, and 
economic impact of the war as it is taking place and its 
aftermath.  Click here to check out the collection!

https://www.playbackngs.com/7790-r
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/06/new-update-to-the-myheritage-mobile-app-2/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=403435_newsletter_201906&utm_term=Mobile+app&utm_content=EN&tr_date=20190628
https://blog.fold3.com/new-naval-records-on-fold3-2019/
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-ThruLines
https://tnmap.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=32a9be43e2b44e00a67edfc5ac2b7227
https://www.loc.gov/collections/world-war-history-newspaper-clippings/about-this-collection/
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New VBGS officers and board positions were elected in 1995.  Bill Turner was elected president and Rip Kirby 
was elected vice president.  Louise Wicker became secretary and Melinda Lukei became treasurer and ex-officio.  
Carolyn Bruce was added to the members-at-large.  The new committee chairmen were Bill Stokes for the annual 
picnic, Bill Isaacs for membership, Bonnie Dick for nominating, Bill Leonard planning and administration, Carol 
Swenson for program, Margaret Cicirelli for telephone and Cynthia McCausland for New England SIG (Special 
Interest Group).
The annual dinner was held June 8, 1995 at the Virginia Beach Resort Hotel.  The program, titled Flags of the 
United States was presented by Elsie Brashear.

Bonnie Dick, VBGS Trip Coordinator arranged two Spring and one Summer trips to the National Archives, the 
Library of Congress and the NSDAR Library.  In addition, she arranged a trip to Richmond, Library of Virginia, in the 
Spring.  She also arranged trips in May and September to Raleigh, North Carolina.

The VBGS Annual Picnic was held August 12, 1995 at the Great Neck Park, shelter number 3.

During 1995, a member email list was established.  Also in 1995, a VBGS website was proposed.

At the January, 1996 elections, Colonel Robert “Rip” Kirby (USMC Retired) was elected president of the society.  
Other elected officers were John Halstead vice president, Doris “Pat” Eggleston secretary, and Melinda J. Lukei, 
treasurer.
Loretta Cuthrell, a VBGS member, donated a used microfiche reader to the society for the use of its members.  
The reader was made available to members by appointment at the home of VBGS librarian Pauline Landrum 
and her husband Jim, who lived in Virginia Beach.

The VBGS Executive Board and Committee Chairs met on January 25, 1996 to make plans for the coming year.  
They discussed how the society does not get time to socialize and exchange ideas about their genealogy 
research since they had to leave the Library by 9:00 pm.  They decided to try to end their meetings near 8:30 pm 
so that members would have the time to socialize.  The VBGS store was also available and Andi Barco became 
the new Store Manager. The society continued with their project of abstracting deeds from the deed books at the 
Princess Anne Courthouse.  Three of the targeted books had been abstracted and computerized, primarily by 
Melinda Lukei, Jeri Gamble and Bill Leonard.  

In 1996, Bonnie Dick, VBGS trip coordinator was busy coordinating the following trips again: two Spring and one 
Fall, Washington D.C. trips to the Library of Congress and the NSDAR Library.  One Spring and one Fall research 
trips were also taken to Raleigh, NC to the state’s archives.  One Summer and one Fall, Richmond VA research 
trips were to the Library of Virginia.

The VBGS Annual Dinner Meeting was held June 13, 1996 at the Virginia Beach Resort Hotel.  The Speaker Joe 
Flanagan was newsman and personality from WVEC-TV (Channel 13).  He showed a video of his trip with his 
mother to Ireland in search for his ancestors.  He also showed a video of “Joe’s Wurst Job” when he worked for a 
week in a sausage factory in Ohio.  There was a cash bar at 5:45 pm and dinner at 6:30 pm.

VBGS and the Virginia Beach Central Library sponsored “A Fair to Remember… Tools of Genealogy” Trade Show 
on October 19, 1996.  The show was held at the  Virginia Beach Central Library auditorium and meeting rooms A 
and B.  They had 3 speakers - Richard Stephen “Using the Internet”, Carolyn Barkley “So You’re Going on a 
Research Trip” and Craig Roberts Scott “National Archives Finding Aids: Finding What.”  The Fair went from 8:00 
am to 3:30 pm.  Pre-registration fee was $7.50 and registration at the door was $10.00.

VBGS dues in 1996 were $10.00 per person and $15.00 for a family.

A History of VBGS
(continued from VBGS Newsletter May 2019 Vol 36, No 2)



I have been trying to find my 3   great grandfather for forty years.  Family stories were told around 
the dinner table, included stories about my Fenton history.  My grandfather was born in a small town 
in northwestern Connecticut.  He migrated to Pittsfield, Massachusetts where both my father and I 
were born.  My grandfather’s father was born in 1855 in Greenwich, Washington County, New York and in 1870 when 
he was fifteen, the family moved to Poughkeepsie, Duchess County, New York.  Ten years later, the family moved 
again, this time to Troy, New York, but my great grandfather headed to Connecticut where he raised his family.

There is no history of who Joseph Fenton’s father or mother were.  Even visits to Greenwich, New York does not 
help.  But science marches on and DNA testing arrives, and I am able to cousin hunt.  I have 73,000 cousins not 
known to me before DNA testing.  One day, I realize that I have a strong fourth cousin match, Preston Fenton, and 
he has a family history tree along with his DNA.  I check out his tree and the Fenton’s go back mid 1600’s.  Oh, 
happy day, I check and analyze his tree and it is a good tree, all the pieces fit.  Doing further research to the 
analysis, I see two individuals in his tree who because of their birth years, are of interest.  Zina Fenton, who was 
born in 1797 and Zina’s father, Benjamin Fenton, his father, who was born in 1757.  How am I related to these 
individuals?  Zina is the right age to be my gg grandfather’s father.  Have I found the missing link?

Now, I have an idea!  What if I do a surname search for “Fenton” using my DNA data base.  What happens?  I get 
five fourth cousins who have Fenton in their family trees.  Another idea, I do a surname search on my brother’s DNA 
data base, because we have the identical genealogical family tree, but different DNA trees.  Wow, he has nine fourth 
cousins and four additional family trees, I can analyze.  I am in genealogical 
heaven.

I have analyzed these nine trees, six of the trees have Zina Fenton 
(1797-1880) as a person of interest.  I dig for the sons.  Zina has five 
sons, Orrin, David, Zalmon, John and Zina Jr.  All were born between 
1823-1830.  I find he married in 1821.  My gg grandfather, Joseph, was born 
in 1820.  Zina and I share too much DNA, I know we are related.  Zina Is 
not my ggg grandfather.  I see from multiple trees; Zina’s father is 
Benjamin Fenton(1757-1841).  I must be related to Benjamin through one 
of his sons.  Through further investigation, I discover Benjamin has ten 
children and lived in Cambridge, Washington County, New York from 
1786-1821.  My gg grandfather was born in Pittstown, Rensselaer County, 
New York in 1820, 

Pittstown is adjacent to Cambridge. 

Now, I am close.  I am confident that I am a decedent of Benjamin Fenton. 
I now need to develop a plan to identify the children of Benjamin Fenton, 
analyze the identified sons, and see what I find.
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Did My 3rd Great Grandfather Come From Outer Space?
By Craig Fenton

scraigfenton@gmail.com

My great-great-grandfather, Joseph Fenton, was born in Pittstown, Rensselaer 
County, New York in 1820.  Searching the Census records, I found he had a 
brother, Calvin, they both moved to Greenwich in 1829.  Calvin was born in 
1817.  Calvin and Joseph were cabinet makers.  Calvin ran a business making 
and selling furniture.  The Civil War comes and in January, 1865, Joseph enlists 
in the 123rd New York Infantry Regiment, which was formed in 1861.  He 
partakes in the last major engagement of the Civil War, the Battle of 
Bentonville, North Carolina.  After the war, he returns to Greenwich, but only 
stays there five years, before he moves to Poughkeepsie, New York.  Then to 
Troy, New York.  He dies in 1889.

rd
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His letter left more big questions, was he cleared, and of what?  Evidently my father’s referral to “cleared” must refer 
to the story he once mentioned briefly -- that his father had killed someone in a hunting accident.  Hermann Kropp, 
son of JHK, once said that my father would have been arrested if he had tried to exit the country under his legal 
name.

Why Did My German Grandfather Emigrate? (continued from page 1)

A Confederate Hospital

Besides his bankruptcies in Germany, he also went bankrupt in Raleigh, North Carolina, in the United States.  My 
father always bemoaned giving his father $1000.00 that he had earned independently.  All of it was lost in the 
bankruptcy.  Contributing to his poor business management, JHK loved buying expensive items, clothes and a 
new car.  His wife Katharina hid money under a rug to stop him from spending everything. 

The third reason given by my father was that his father had to leave Germany due to government censorship of his 
political views.  JHK’s continued political posturing in the United States supports the inclusion of the following in 

his letter: "His commanding officer, Count Von Bernsdorf (Bernstorff, a diplomat and later spy in 
the U.S.) and Count Von Papen sent him $20.00 for his service and pro German attitude and help 
during the World War 1 (1914-1918).”  JHK was living in New Jersey during World War II.  This scenario 
sounds more embellished than the other tales.

However, any of these stories might be true – at least in part. 

The probability that he was in serious “trouble” before he left Germany is reinforced by his not accompanying his 
family on a return trip to Germany.  JHK’s wife and three sons returned for a long visit of just under one year.  I 
was encouraged that the stern description from my father was contradicted in a postcard dated January 6, 1922 
from Raleigh, NC, to his second son Arnold Johannes Hinrich Kropp.  He wrote 

"My little Arnold I hope that you bin back Marz 28. Your Papa."  
The language of the post card gives him a softer side as well as revealing his lack of command of the English 
language as an immigrant.  JHK never returned to Germany. 

His naturalization application contained questionable information concerning his entry into the United States. 
Johannes Hinrich Kropp's application for naturalization contained the description as follows: 5'10" tall, 140 
pounds, black hair, gray eyes and fair.  He wore a mustache.  On his naturalization application he claimed his 
departure date from Bremen as May 6, 1913 and the date of May 13, 1913 (on or about) as his date of arrival in 
New York.  Hermann Kropp said that his father traveled under the name of "Adler, a Jewish diamond merchant."  
The Ellis Island record which most closely fits the description is that of "Hinrich Alder" (of Gropelingen) who left on 
the ship KAISER WILHELM, DER GROSSE from Bremen and arrived May 14, 1913 at the age of 38.  Hinrich Adler 
was listed as "shoemaker" and his father was Karl Adler.  Johannes Hinrich Kropp would have been 28 years old, 
but he could have changed the age to suit the alias under which he was traveling.  

(continued on page 10)



       Overcoming roadblocks in your research when you hit a brick wall in your 
research, new search strategies can help you move past it.  Click Here!

 Five ideas to overcome genealogy roadblocks.  Every once in a while 
       (perhaps more often than we would like) roadblocks, dead ends, and difficulty 

halt work on a particular line or record search.  It can be quite frustrating, and you may find yourself reviewing 
sources and leads again and again but making no progress.  Click Here!

Websites to Help You With Your Research Roadblocks

Ellis Island records do not have the name "Kropp" traveling in 1912 or 
1913 on the ship KAISER WILHELM, DER GROSSE from Bremen.  
Johannes Hinrich Kropp had decidedly dark hair and Hinrich Adler had 
blonde/brown hair.  In Johannes Hinrich Kropp's naturalization papers is 
the certificate of arrival for naturalization purposes from immigration 
services confirming the arrival. "Heinrich (sic) Adler" on May 14, 1913 
from Bremen to New York.  No notice was paid by American authorities 
to the conflicting proof of immigration which showed he traveled under a 
different name.

His mother died in April 1919 in Germany without ever having seen her 
only son again after his departure in 1913.  His father had died in 1910 
before he left Germany.  Where his mother lived after he left is not 
known.  He probably lost the house to his bankruptcies.  Johannes 
Hinrich Kropp was the last name listed as owner of the house in 
Platjenwerbe.  Not only was the personality of Johannes Hinrich Kropp 
an enigma, but his “real story” which influenced his move to America 
remains a mystery.
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Why Did My German Grandfather Emigrate? (continued from page 9)

       In a Genealogy Research Slump?  Perhaps you’ve hit a bit of slump in your 
genealogy research?  Or maybe you’d just like to try a new strategy or two?  Either way, we’ve pulled together 10 
quick suggestions to help you step outside of your research comfort zone, explore new records and help you grow 
your tree.  Give these ideas a try and see what you discover.  Click Here!

At some point, every genealogist reaches a road block in their ancestral research.  The best way to 
overcome a road block is to try to think creatively and look for less obvious solutions.  This collection is 
all about looking for the less obvious.  Click Here!

If you’re interested in studying your family history, genealogy DNA tests are a 
popular way of overcoming roadblocks in your family tree research.  In addition, if 

you’re lucky enough to be related to another genealogy enthusiast, you might just be able to merge your family 
trees to reveal a huge swathe of family you never knew you had!  Click Here!

20 Things to Do When You Are Stumped.  Click Here!

Tearing Down Your Brick Walls, Removing Roadblocks in Genealogy Research by Thomas 
Jay Kemp  ©2019 GenealogyBank.com  Download this 16 page free ebook!

https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Brick-Wall-Solutions
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/overcome-genealogy-research-slump/
https://familyhistoryquickstart.com/five-ideas-to-overcome-genealogy-roadblocks/
https://www.findmypast.com/content/20-things-to-do-when-you-are-stumped
https://dnatestingchoice.com/en-us/news/what-is-genetic-genealogy
https://www.genealogybank.com/static/downloads/BrickWalls_eBook.pdf
http://www.genealogyintime.com/GenealogyResources/Articles/more-great-genealogy-brick-wall-solutions-part1-page1.html


The following article is from the Ancestry Daily News and is (c) MyFamily.Com.  It is re-published here with the 
permission of the author.  Information about the Ancestry Daily News is available at http://www.ancestry.com.

Brick Walls from A to Z 
 By Michael John Neill November 1, 2006

 This week we discuss the alphabet looking for clues to ancestral 
 brick walls.  The list is meant to get you thinking about your own 
 genealogy problems.

 A is for Alphabetize 
 Have you created an alphabetical list of all the names in your database and all the 
 locations your families lived?  Typographical errors and spelling variants can easily 
 be seen using this approach.  Sometimes lists that are alphabetical (such as the 
 occasional tax or census) can hide significant clues.

B is for Biography 
Creating an ancestor's biography might help you determine where there are gaps in your research.  Determining 
possible motivations for his actions (based upon reasonable expectations) may provide you with new areas to 
research.

C is for Chronology
Putting in chronological order all the events in your ancestor's life and all the documents on which his name 
appears is an excellent way to organize the information you have.  This is a favorite analytical tool of several 
Ancestry Daily News columnists.

D is for Deeds 
A land transaction will not provide extended generations of your ancestry, but it could help you connect a person 
to a location or show that two people with the same last name engaged in a transaction.

E is for Extended Family 
If you are only researching your direct line there is a good chance you are overlooking records and information. 
Siblings, cousins, and in-laws of your ancestor may give enough clues to extend your direct family line into earlier 
generations.

F is for Finances 
Did your ancestor's financial situation impact the records he left behind?  Typically the less money your ancestor 
had, the fewer records he created.  Or did a financial crisis cause him to move quickly and leave little evidence of 
where he settled?

G is for Guardianships 
A guardianship record might have been created whenever a minor owned property, usually through an inheritance. 
Even with a living parent, a guardian could be appointed, particularly if the surviving parent was a female during 
that time when women's legal rights were extremely limited (read nonexistent).

H is for Hearing 
Think of how your ancestor heard the questions he was being asked by the records clerk.  Think of how the 
census taker heard what your ancestor said.  How we hear affects how we answer or how we record an answer.

I is for Incorrect
Is it possible that an "official" record contains incorrect information?  While most records are reasonably correct, 
there is always the chance that a name, place, or date listed on a record is not quite exact.  Ask yourself how it 
would change your research if one "fact" suddenly was not true?

 (continued on page 12)
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(continued on page 13)
)

J is for Job
What was your ancestor's likely occupation?  Is there evidence of that occupation in census or probate records? 
Would that occupation have made it relatively easy for your ancestor to move from one place to another?  Or did 
technology make your ancestor's job obsolete before he was ready for retirement?

K is for Kook
Was your ancestor just a little bit different from his neighbors?  Did he live life outside cultural norms for his area. 
If he did, interpreting and understanding the records of his actions may be difficult.  Not all of our ancestors were 
straight-laced and like their neighbors.  That is what makes them interesting (and difficult to trace).

L is for Lines 
Do you know where all the lines are on the map of your ancestor's neighborhood?  Property 
lines, county lines, state lines, they all play a role in your family history research.  These lines 
change over time as new territories are created, county lines are debated and finalized, and as 
your ancestor buys and sells property.  Getting your ancestor's maps all "lined" up may help 
solve your problem.

M is for Money
Have you followed the money in an estate settlement to see how it is disbursed?  Clues as to 
relationships may abound.  These records of the accountings of how a deceased person's 
property is allocated to their heirs may help you to pinpoint the exact relationships involved.

N is for Neighbors 
Have you looked at your ancestor's neighbors?  Were they acquaintances from an earlier area of residence?  Were 
they neighbors?  Were they both?  Which neighbors appeared on documents with your ancestor?

O is for Outhouse
Most of us don't use them any more, but outhouses are mentioned to remind us of how much life has changed in 
the past one hundred years.  Are you making an assumption about your ancestor's behavior based upon life in the 
twenty-first century?  If so, that may be your brick wall right there.

P is for Patience
Many genealogical problems cannot be solved instantly, even with access to every database known to man.  
Some families are difficult to research and require exhaustive searches of all available records and a detailed 
analysis of those materials.  That takes time.  Some of us have been working on the same problem for years.  It 
can be frustrating but fulfilling when the answer finally arrives.

Q is for Questions
Post queries on message boards and mailing lists.  Ask questions of other genealogists at monthly meetings, 
seminars, conferences and workshops.  The answer to your question might not contain the name of that elusive 
ancestor, but unasked questions can leave us floundering for a very long time.

R is for Read 
Read about research methods and sources in your problem area.  Learning about what materials are available and 
how others solved similar problems may help you get over your own hump.

S is for Sneaky
Was your ancestor sneaking away to avoid the law, a wife, or an extremely mad neighbor?  If so, he may have 
intentionally left behind little tracks.  There were times when our ancestor did not want to be found and 
consequently may have left behind few clues as to his origins.

Brick Walls from A to Z  (continued from page 11)



T is for Think
Think about your conclusions.  Do they make sense?  Think about that document you located?  What caused it to 
be created?  Think about where your ancestor lived?  Why was he there?  Think outside the box; most of our brick 
wall ancestors thought outside the box.  That's what makes them brick walls in the first place.

U is for Unimportant
That detail you think is unimportant could be crucial.  That word whose legal meaning you are not quite certain of 
could be the key to understanding the entire document.  Make certain that what you have assumed is trivial is 
actually trivial.

V is for Verification
Have you verified all those assumptions you hold?  Have you verified what the typed transcription of a record 
actually says?  Verifying by viewing the original may reveal errors in the transcription or additional information.

W is for Watch
Keep on the watch for new databases and finding aids as they are being developed.  Perhaps the solution to your 
brick wall just has not been created yet.

X is for X-Amine
With the letter "x" we pay homage to all those clerks and census takers who made the occasional spelling error (it 
should be "examine" instead of "x-amine.") and also make an important genealogical point.  Examine closely all 
the material you have already located.  Is there an unrecognized clue lurking in your files?

Y is for Yawning
Are you getting tired of one specific family or ancestor?  Perhaps it is time to take a break and work on another 
family.  Too much focus on one problem can cause you to lose your perspective.  The other tired is when you are 
researching at four in the morning with little sleep.  You are not at your most productive then either and likely are 
going in circles or making careless mistakes.

Brick Walls from A to Z  (continued from page 12)
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Click here to Like 
us on Facebook

Virginia Beach Genealogical Society

Check our our 
website Check us out on 

twitter: 
@VBGenealogy

Z is for Zipping
Are you zipping through your research, trying to complete it as quickly as 
possible as if it were a timed test in school?  Slow down, take your time and 
make certain you aren't being too hasty in your research and in your conclusions.

The "tricks" to breaking brick walls could go on and on.  In general though, the 
family historian is well served if he or she "reads and thinks in an honest attempt 
to learn."  That attitude will solve many problems, not all of them family history 
related.  Michael John Neill is a nationally known genealogy author and speaker.  
He has actively researched his genealogy for over twenty-five years in a variety of 
repositories across the United States.  Michael has given day-long seminars 
across the United States and written hundreds of how-to articles on a variety of 
genealogy topics.  

Copyright 2006, MyFamily.com.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/VirginiaBeachGenealogicalSociety/
https://vbgsva.net/
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John Wilson Anderson
Oct 7, 1834 - Oct 19, 1864

By Bobbie Brenton
bbbrenton@cox.net

John Wilson Anderson was the oldest of four sons of John 
Armstead Anderson and Lucy Ann Farmer.  He was born 
October 7, 1834, in Halifax County, Virginia.  His middle name, 
Wilson, is his grandmother’s maiden name.  His younger 
brother is Andrew Broadus Anderson, our great grandfather who fought in the 
Civil War and was injured at Gettysburg.

Before the Civil War, John was a Captain in the 69th Virginia Militia in Halifax 
County.  The confederate Army was in dire need of soldiers, and so he was 
drafted in 1864 as a Private into Company C, 3rd Virginia Calvary at the age of 
30. 

On the morning of August 16, Confederate troopers scattered the Federal 
pickets at the Shenandoah crossing at Front Royal. The troopers pursued them 
down the Front Royal Pike, eventually coming to Guard Hill, a prominent 

Captain John Wilson Anderson
69 Virginia Militia, Halifax County

Taken Before the Civil War

landmark.  There, they were hit by Union 
Brigadier General Thomas C. Devin’s 
dismounted cavalry brigade and sustained 
heavy losses.  

Confederate Brigadier General William T. 
Wofford’s brigade attempted a flanking 
movement by wading across Crooked Run. 
There, they were attacked by two New York 
brigades, who took 300 of them captive 
(from Wikipedia).

JW Anderson was captured by Union 
troops August 16, 1864, at Guard Hill near 
Front Royal, VA.  He was taken on August 
21, to Old Capital Prison in Washington DC 
and then by train to Elmira Prison in New 
York State, arriving there on August 29, 
1864.

Insufficient food, extreme bouts of 
dysentery, typhoid, pneumonia, smallpox, 
inadequate medical care and flooding of 
the Chemung River resulted in the deaths 
of 2,963 prisoners at the Elmira prison 
camp, a mortality rate of about 25 percent. 
Prisoners dubbed the camp “Hellmira.”

camps, marches & engagements, of the Second Corps, A.N.V., and of the Army of the Valley Dist. of the 
Department of Northern VA., during the campaign of 1864: Virginia..  Library of Congress

No. 19. Sketch of action at Guard Hill Aug't 
16th 1864, to accompany report of Jed. 
Hotchkiss, Top. Eng. V.D. Report of the 

(continued on page15) 
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John Wilson Anderson
Oct 7, 1834 - Oct 19, 1864 (continued from page 14)

Those who died at the prison camp were placed in prisoner made 
coffins with their name, rank, regiment and date of death inscribed on 
the lid.  That information was also written on a slip of paper, put into in 
a sealed jar and placed inside the coffin with the body.  The coffins 
were transported nine at a time from the prison camp to Woodlawn 
National Cemetery for burial. A runaway slave, John W. Jones, buried 
almost all if not all of the dead Confederate prisoners in the Woodland 
Cemetery.  He wasn't paid at first but later the Army or Government 
started paying him.  He kept such good records that after the wooden 
markers were gone they were able to use his records to put up the new 
headstones

JW Anderson died in Elmira Prison on 19 October 1864 from dysentery 
and is buried in Woodlawn National Cemetery in Elmira, New York.  He 
is buried in Section CSA Site 537.  May he rest in peace.

Here are some keyboard shortcuts that can save you time as you search the Internet for information on your 
ancestors

1. Scrolling with your keyboard:  To scroll down a webpage quickly, press the spacebar.  To scroll up a webpage, 
hold the shift key and press the spacebar.  You won't have to take your hands off your keyboard to find the arrow 
key!

2. Easy screen zooming:  Some handwriting and images on web pages can be so small that you cannot read them.  
When this happens you need to zoom in and out with your computer screen.  To do this, hold the control key and 
tap the plus, minus or zero keys.  On a Apple computer, do the same but use the command key.
Zoom in:                                        Zoom out:                                          Original Size:
- PC: Ctrl and +                              - PC: Ctrl and -                                  - PC: Ctrl + 0
- Apple: Command and +                - Apple: Command and -                    - Apple: Command + 0
On a laptop keyboard, you may not have to hold the shift key to access the minus and plus keys.

3. Have you ever been on one of those genealogy websites and you are trying to save or print a copy of a 
document, but it won't work?  Here are two shortcuts that may come in handy.
Print the page: PC: Ctrl + p, Apple: Command + p
Save the page: PC: Ctrl + s, Apple: Command + s

4. Easy finding of search results: To find a name of an ancestor on a very busy web page use the Find feature on 
Google Chrome Browser: Open the find bar and search the current page.  PC: Ctrl + F or F3, Apple: Command + f
Jump to the next match to your Find Bar search.  PC: Ctrl + g, Apple: Command + g
Jump to the previous match to your Find Bar search.  PC: Ctrl + shift + g, Apple: Command + shift + g

Remember PC and Apple keyboard shortcuts will normally be different.  Different web brousers may also have 
different keyboard shortcuts.  Here are links to support and keyboard shortcut pages of some popular browsers:

Google Chrome: https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/157179?hl=en
Mozilla Firefox: https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/keyboard-shortcuts-perform-firefox-tasks-quickly
Internet Explorer 11: https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/15357/windows-internet-explorer-11-keyboard-shortcuts
Mac keyboard shortcuts: https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201236

Online Tips for Genealogy



The Remorseful Young Political Meddler
My Fifth Great Uncle

By Fran Florence
hflorence2@cox.net

In his short lifetime of twenty-five years William Greene Munford (WGM, Jr.) managed to achieve 
notoriety in politics.  By living among politicians in Charles City County, Virginia and knowing his 
father had been in communication with Thomas Jefferson during the Revolution, WGM, Jr. was 
influenced to believe he too could participate in politics. 

Being the fourth son and the youngest of seven children, William G. Munford was about five years old when his 

widowed father and name sake died in 1786.  In the will his father wrote: "I nominate my friend the Hon'ble 
John Tyler, Esq. [Sr.] whole and sole Executor of this my Will with full power to educate and bring 
up my children as to him shall seem best."  The guardian John Tyler was a Charles City county neighbor, 
Revolutionary War compatriot, and governor of Virginia (1808-1811).  

By 1799 William Greene Munford, Jr. was studying in Williamsburg.  No record of him has been found on the 
incomplete rosters for William & Mary College due to losses in fires, but there is evidence of attendance.  By writing 
to Thomas Jefferson (TJ) for assistance in suggested reading, a regular correspondence began with the student. 
Thomas Jefferson even personally hunted bookshops for texts for him. 

The letter sent in response to WGM, Jr. is well known to Jefferson scholars as “Thomas Jefferson’s Course of 
Reading for William G. Munford, 5 Dec. 1798.”  Another of Thomas Jefferson’s letters to “the Student William Greene 
Munford, June 18, 1799,” has been declared “the epitome of TJ's thought and expression on education, scientific 
progress, and the role of intelligent young men in the republic.”  

WGM Jr.’s first impression on professors and politicians was quite favorable.  Carlo Bellini, faculty member at the 
College of William and Mary, referred to the recipient of this book list as “Monford” and called him “an ornament to 
human nature.”  

Early in the Munford/Jefferson relationship, TJ expressed regret that he could not supervise the WGM, Jr.’s 
intellectual aspirations in person.  He once addressed his letter to him as “my friend.”

With references, WGM, Jr. presented himself to Aaron Burr as “abandoned by his family and friends.”  Aaron Burr 
then announced that the young man had “fallen under my protection.”  In October of 1800, Aaron Burr wrote that 
Munford appeared to be about 18 or 19 years of age.  Aaron Burr, who then befriended WGM, Jr. described the 
young man as handsome, talented, modest, amiable and well informed. 
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Belle 
Air 

Today 

For at least the first five years of his life, William Greene Munford 
lived on the 1200 acre property known as Belle Air owned by his 
father.  Belle Air was built around 1700, it stands on scenic Route 
5 near the Charles City County Courthouse.             
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My Dad

Munford considered himself to be a Virginia politician.  However, almost as quickly as he ascended to being in the 
company of some of America’s most well- known patriots, WGM Jr. was being unmasked as a scoundrel who turned 
on Jefferson and spread political gossip about his mentor.

Late in the year 1800 one of the skeptics, Bishop James Madison, wrote Jefferson that the young politician had 
returned from an overseas journey and was accused of allegedly being part of “the most abominable swindling.” 
Thomas Jefferson, now forewarned and cautious, noted that Munford had appeared in Washington with “a plan as 
incomprehensible as it was unworthy.”    

Munford now called himself “William G. Montfort.”  Since “Montfort,” had been in France and now used a French 
version of his family name, he may have been the source of Alexander Hamilton's declaration as “a fact” in January 
1801 that Burr was “in frequent and close conference with a Frenchman who is suspected of being an Agent of the 
French Government.”  

In the same month, the young politician abruptly left Aaron Burr and New York and departed for Washington.  Staying 
in the same hotel in Washington as Jefferson, WGM, Jr. lobbied members of the House of Representatives to vote for 
Burr for the presidency instead of vice-president. 

At this time WGM, Jr. laid claim to being “Epaminondas,” whose letters appeared in the New York Gazette.  The 
letters encouraged Federalists to support Burr.

Spreading more ill will, WGM, Jr. also declared that he had seen a letter in TJ's hand that denigrated Burr.  Only after 
Burr corresponded with TJ on February 12, 1801 did TJ know that the New Yorker did not claim Munford as his 
protégé.

On December 3, 1801, William G. Munford, Jr. was living in Philadelphia and assigned his power of attorney to John 
Tyler to sell his 210 acres of land given to him by his father in his last will and testament.  The sale may have 
subsidized his income for travel.  More significantly, WGM, Jr. was leaving Charles City County and all his 
connections from his childhood and family. The communication with John Tyler may have been his last one with old 
family and friends.

He was in Dublin, Ireland, by 1802 and in France in 1804.  Three of the Thomas Jefferson letters to young WGM, Jr. 
were retrieved by the American consul from his room in Bordeaux, France after he died of small pox in 1804. 

The American consul in France, William Lee, surmised from Munford's papers that he had, while in Ireland, probably 
worked for the French government.  From collecting and reading Munford’s papers, William Lee reported that before 
he died Munford expressed great remorse for his conduct.  

September of 1809, Governor John Tyler gave a certified statement concerning the Revolutionary Bounty lands 
awarded to William Green Munford, Sr. and the whereabouts of his children.  The first six were accounted for, but he 
wrote that “William [WGM, Jr.] has been absent a considerable time and it is not known what has become of him.” 
From this statement, one might conclude that John Tyler and relatives and friends in the Charles City county area 
had little to no knowledge of the sad ending to the life of the young irresponsible political meddler.

SOURCES

1 Barbara B. Oberg, ed. The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Princeton University Press.
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New Ways to Explore 
Your Ancestry

Join us for this free, three-part series presented 
by the Virginia Beach Genealogical Society.

Have you ever wanted to explore the many branches of your family tree?  
Is it important to you to record this information for generations to come? 

 If so, you don't want to miss this fun series!

Tuesdays, August 6, 13 and 20  •  11 AM
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Space is limited.  Please RSVP by August 5 to 757-456-5018.

Pursue your lifelong learning passions with Marian Manor! The University of Marian Manor is a free, monthly series designed 

for seniors ages 55+ and healthcare professionals. The program offers a variety of course topics, from current events to health 
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Pet Friendly

August 6: Ancestry (Basic)

August 13: What DNA Can Tell You

August 20: Researching Family     
History Without the Internet
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