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The VBGS published the First Landing Newsletter from 1984 to 2015.  The Board 
has decided to resume publishing.  Wendy Bransom has volunteered to edit the 
Newsletter and we are soliciting articles from all members.  It will not be 
successful document without articles of varied subjects and interests submitted 
by members of the organization. 

On behalf of the Board and members past and present would like to thank the 
numerous editors of the Newsletter through the years: Bill Isaacs (he did it for the 
first 4 years), Toby Netherton, Carolyn Hale Bruce, Roger Staff, Joan Akers with 
the help of Mary Dorn, Malcolm Simmons, Carolyn Scott, Laura Lavene, Earl 
Reitelbach and most recently Danille Wilson and Lori Sherwood.   They have kept 
us informed and amused with information on items such as the background of 
names of places like Kempsville and Thalia to articles on the Orphan Train; 
information on tours and trips; old family stories and personal research; and 
innumerable sources of genealogical information.  

We would be interested publishing articles of research you have 
done or interesting articles you have found that you think might 
be of interest to others.  We will also have a section for search 
queries and notice of coming events.   Please include photos 
and attribution of any articles. Send all input to 
firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com.  
- Submitted by Jo Ann Given, Vice President

1984 2015

Upcoming Dates

- Genalogy Database Class 18 
 OCT 6pm VBCL

- Genealogy Book Tour OCT  
   19th, 2pm at VBCL
- VBGS Computer Users Group  
   OCT 23rd 7pm
- VA Genealogy Fall  
 Conference 27-28 OCT 

- Genealogy Book Club 
   8 Nov 7pm VBCL
 - VBGS MTG NOV 9th 
 - VBGS Computer Users   

Group NOV 14th 7pm  
- VBGS MTG DEC 14th 
- Genealogy Book Tour 
 16 NOV, 2pm VBCL

Wendy Bransom
First Landing Editor

1

http://www.vbgsva.org/



President:
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 O   C  T   1  2  t h    V  B  G  S     M  e  e t i n  g :      W  e    r e  a  lly     a ppreciated having Tom Crew MA (Senior 
Records Archivist), at our October Meeting.  He
shared his expertise on Military Records at the 
Library of Virginia

He gave us a list of Select Bibliography to Virginia 
Military Records and Resources at the Library of 
Virginia. Contact the Newsletter Editor if you 
missed the meeting and would like a copy.

Tom focused on the records of Virginians in the 
armed services for the Colonial Period, Revolutionary 
War, War of 1812/Mexican War and the Civil War. 
He showed us great ways to find those hidden VA 
ancestors. We also loved his true stories of life 
from that period!

VBGS OFFICERS & 
ChairmenIn the past year there have been numerous discussions 

among Board members and other members of VBGS 
concerning what we can do to encourage interest and 
participation in the organization. We know that membership 
has been declining, we once had over 300 members but now 
have less than 100 and we decided we need to do something 
about the loss of members.  We have had a variety of speakers on subject as 
varied as the Freedman’s Bureau to how to make sense of the census to how to 
find ancestors in secret societies.  The Computer Group has been meeting 
monthly and sharing techniques in addition to listening to Lisa Louise Cooke’s 
presentations.  This Newsletter is the first step in an effort to communicate 
more with our members and hopefully involve more of you.  We currently have a 
committee which has been meeting to review and update the Bylaws. The next 
step is to get the ‘Members Only” section of the web site working and start a 
Surname List so that we might be able to see if we have links to each other that 
might help some of us break down some “brick walls”. 

You were sent a survey earlier this year which gave us some ideas of what you 
would like to see including small study groups on specific subjects, a roster of 
all members to make it possible to contact one another, consideration of 
Saturday meetings, more information on Tidewater area, mentoring of high 
school students, trips and many other ideas that we will be discussing.   Many 
of you said you would attend a dinner or picnic.  

In the next few months the Board will be meeting and looking at ways to 
encourage your involvement.  Please feel free to contact us and give us more 
ideas and comments.   Our contact information is listed here in the Newsletter.
Finally on behalf of the Board I would like to express our appreciation to Wendy 
Bransom who has volunteered to be our Newsletter editor; to Linda Brown who 
has done a great job of coordinating the Computer Group meetings; to Duane 
Harding who, as Membership Chair, has not only maintained our membership 
list but sends out monthly meeting notices and sent the surveys earlier this 
year; to Michael Strauss for maintain our web site; to Christina McBride for our 
Facebook page; Barbara Murray our Publicity Chairman for getting our 
announcements in the paper and to Melinda Lukei who loaned her old VBGS 
newsletters to Nancy Ann Norman who has scanned all of them!  
- Submitted by Jo Ann Given, Vice President

Leadership Notes........
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Ancestry.com blog updates - Jennifer Holik 11 OCT 2017
World War I Records on Fold3.com
Posted: 11 Oct 2017 07:00 AM PDT-  https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2017/10/11/world-war-i-records-on-fold3-com/
I’ve found one of the best ways to search what is available on Fold3 is to search within the records of a particular 
conflict. I wrote a little about this concept in my WWII article, Combining World War II Research on Fold3 With Your 
Ancestry Family Tree on this blog in April 2016. The same Read More

NGS Conference, 2-5 May 2018, Grand Rapids, MI
conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
The upcoming NGS 2018 Family History Conference will be the first national genealogical conference held in 
Michigan. As the second largest city in the state, ...

FGS Conference, 22 - 25 August 2018, Fort Wayne, Indiana
https://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=43
FGS 2018 National Conference — FGS returns to the Hoosier State in 2018 providing attendees convenient access 
to Allen County Public Library which houses one of the largest genealogical research collections available with 
records from around the world.

In 2001 Congress designated October as Family History Month!  For most of us it is 
always “Family History Month” but this month watch for special deals and hints on your 
favorite web sites. 

Maybe try some different sites or old favorites with specials or more information:

The National Register of Historic Places – https://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/family-there are articles on items such 
as The Maritime History of Massachusetts, James River Plantations, and Stinson Field in Texas.   This site also 
leads to a map of the sites on the National Register (not all states are included yet, scanning of databases 
continues) and information on the sites.

Amy Johnson Crow – https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com is having a give-away, contests and prizes are linked to 
family history items and change weekly.

Family Tree Magazine - https://www.familytreemagazine.com – is listing 14 suggestions on quick easy things to 
do in addition to having numerous items on sale.  

Thought Company - https://www.thoughtco.com lists ten ways to craft and commemorate your past.  Type “
genealogy” into the search box

Cindi’s List - https://www.cyndislist.com lists several sources of news concerning Family History Month

Even the National Funeral Directors Association http://www.nfda.org/for-the-public has joined! 

Note:  In Australia August is National Family History Month, if you are interested in Australian ancestors check 
out http://familyhistorymonth.org.au/2017/08/  there are numerous articles.

Watch for sales at DNA sites – especially later this month! 3
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VBGS 2017 Officers!  This should 
help some of our new members 
recognise the leadership in our club. 
One member is missing, we'll have 
to take another picture when all the 
Officers are present!

VBGS 2017 Officers from Left to 
right: Nancy Ann Norman (Member 
at Large), Christi Shea (Member at 
Large), Karen Albright (Member at 
Large), Jo Wilson (President), 
Laura Levene (Secretary), Jo Ann 
Given (Vice President) and Craig 
Fenton (Treasurer)

Not Pictured: Bill Isaacs (Member at 
Large)

Google has announced a new app that brings the ease of scanning and preserving 
old family photos and records to a whole new level. And Anil Sabharwal, vice 
president of Google Photos, was inspired to create the free app by his own 
family’s past.

Although many family historians use their phones to record old photos already (by 
photographing them or using one of the available app scanners on the market) 

Google’s new tool, called PhotoScan, is likely to offer increased accuracy and ease of use, as well as many 
advanced options.

PhotoScan uses your phone (or tablet’s) camera and flash to quickly scan a photo or document and then applies 
various filters to provide the best results — including glare reduction, cropping and perspective correction. Once 
photos or documents are scanned they can easily be stored in your Google Photos account (or anywhere else that 
you back up your photos) and can, of course, be saved to your family tree or shared with others.

Perhaps the best part of using an app to scan family photos or digitize records is that you do not need to remove 
them from an album or handle them extensively, reducing the chance of harming or losing them. This app can also 
be used for trips to historical societies, libraries and family history centers to help you record genealogy records 
on the go. https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.photos.scanner&referrer=utm_source%3Dlanding

PhotoScan is free and 
can be downloaded 
now for Android or 
iOS. Check out the 
Google PhotoScan 
page for more 
information on the 
new app.

 PhotoScan
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On October 27 and 28 the Virginia Genealogical Society, Virginia Beach Genealogical Society and the staff of the 
Sargeant Memorial Collection at the Slover Library will be co-hosting two days of tours and training at the Slover 
Library in Norfolk.  http://www.vgs.org/images/content/events/VGS-Fall-2017-Brochure-4-12-17.pdf

On Friday, October 27 staff at the Library will be available to answer questions about the Library’s collection and 
experienced researchers from VGS and VBGS will be available to help beginners or others who have questions 
concerning research strategies.   Friday lectures will include information on use of city directories and Sanborn 
maps by Troy Valos, the value of different types of records by Mary O’Brien Vidlak and the neighbors of the 
Virginia colonists by Charles Grymes.   Scanning demonstrations will also be available. Friday session will be free 
but registration is required. 

The schedule for the Conference on Saturday will include Genealogy Basics by Shannon Combs-Bennett and a 
second series, Digging Deeper in Local and Federal Records, by Sharon Cook MacInnes, PhD, CG.  
Registration and conference fees for Saturday are required.  For additional information see the Virginia 
Genealogy Society website http://www.vgs.org/ 

Logistics:

There will be a reception from 6:00-8:00 pm on Friday for a “meet and greet” with the members of the VGS and 
VBGS Executive Boards, the representatives from the Solver Library and conference speakers.

Lunches will be “on your own”.  There is a small café in the Library and numerous places to eat in the area.

Parking is expensive in the Norfolk City lots.  Check the Fountain Park Garage on Bank Street or the Main 
Street Garage for locations and costs https://www.norfolk.gov/parking.  Parking is more affordable in the 
MacArthur Mall and is only a short walk away.   

 The Tide stops half a block from the Library (MacArthur Stop).  The Tide schedule is available at 
htpps://gohrt.com/services/the-tide/ and tickets are available at that site.  This is the easiest and most efficient 
way to get to the Solver Library from the Virginia Beach area.

Genealogical Gems: 
Hiding in Plain Sight

Brochure!
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The majority of the family 
that I search for is 
contained to the state of 
West Virginia. There is an 
amazing site full of a 
wealth of information once 
you learn how to navigate 
the site). http://www.genealogygirltalks.com/2014/04/
online-genealogy-resources-part-1.html

Genealogy Girl Talks

Whether you are looking for genealogy education that will help you build your research 
skills and make you more comfortable researching topics and in venues that are out of 
your comfort zone or are looking to brush up on your research skills, look no further than 
the courses offered by the National Genealogical Society (NGS). A couple of years ago, I 
took and completed the course, American Genealogy: Home Study Course, which has 
since been updated and renamed American Genealogical Studies.

The course covers topics such as census research and analysis, migration, immigration, 
church and cemetery records, probate records, land records, military records, and much 
more. The lessons are reinforced through reading selections, quizzes, and written 
assignments that are reviewed, critiqued, and graded by professional genealogists. To 

complete many of the assignments I had to visit record repositories to do research and gather the appropriate 
documents. Those record repositories included the Virginia Beach Circuit Court Clerk's office, Nimmo United 
Methodist Church, and the Library of Virginia. Throughout the course, I was challenged to 
dig deeper and think outside the box. The final written assignment was to write a biography 
about an ancestor. I chose my great-grandmother, Anna (Appler) Powers, about whom little 
was known before I started researching her. The article was later published in the Appler 
Family Newsletter.

Subitted by 
Christi Shea

For additional information about the American Genealogical Studies courses and pricing, 
visit the NGS website at www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

Guardians Does Not Mean Both Parents are Dead Michael John Neill 
From Der Ahnenforscher October 2017

A child having a guardian does not mean that both of the child’s parents are deceased. For much 
of American history a guardian had to be appointed even if the father was dead and the mother 
was alive. A guardian could also be appointed if someone giving the child an inheritance did not 
want a parent (usually the father) having control over the property.

An immigrant wanting to get married under the legal age would need a guardian to sign off on the marriage even if 
both parents were living overseas. Do not assume everyone with a guardian had no parents living.

ONLINE GENEALOGY RESOURCES (PART 1)
There are several resources that I use online to gather 
information for family research and I will break them 
down into a four part series.  The website I would like 
to share with you today is a free resource for anyone 
with family in Virginia or West Virginia. Yes, you read 
that right, it is FREE! I use this website frequently 
during my family searches.
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Over the years, I have done research on the enslaved communities at a 
number of plantations here in Central Virginia.  Sometimes, I am hired 
by the people who own the plantation to do the research; sometimes, I 
do it on my own.

In every case, my hope is the same – that the owners of the 
plantations, who are almost always white because of historically-based 
inequities – will make the information I find available to the public so 
that the people descended from these communities can find their 
ancestors.

Sometimes, It’s Great; Sometimes, It’s Heart-Breaking

Most of the time, the owners are quite happy to oblige, eager to know 
the descendants, aware of the way these relationships to the 
community of African American people who built their homes come 
with responsibility.  Often, the descendant communities become 
involved in the way their ancestors are remembered in that place. 
Often, they become as connected to that place as they want to be.

Often, but not always.  Sometimes, the white owners become too 
focused on their own desires, on their own gains for being “the good 
white person” who does the ancestors and the descendants the favor 

Photo by: Vanessa von Wieding 

of remembering them.  Sometimes, white owners act as if these people – the ones who literally built the place, who 
lived on it for generations, who also view it as home, hard as that may be – have no right to the place.  It breaks 
my heart.

My Strong but Kind Word for White Plantation Owners

You will only be enriched by connecting with the black people who built the places you love. You will find people 
who love these places, too – differently than you do but just as strongly. You will find stories about your home 
places that help you understand and appreciate them more. You will make friends. You will understand history. 
You will know – first-hand and real – the way history has been unfair and unkind to people of color, and you will be 
better people for that.

I’m not saying this is easy – not suggesting that at all. It will take a humility that has not yet been required of you in 
this life. It will require that you take ownership of the privilege you inhabit because of your skin color and because 
of this place you own. It will require that you acknowledge racism as real and systemic and meritocracy as a myth 
perpetuated by elite, white people. It will not be easy, but it will be so worth it. 

A Few First Steps if You Own a Place where People Were Enslaved

So if you own a historic home where people were enslaved, do research about the people who were enslaved 
there. Here a few first steps:

j Contact your local historical society and see what they know about enslaved communities in your area. 
j Visit sites like Our Black Ancestry to see if anyone is looking for the owners who enslaved their ancestors. 
Continued page 8......       7



j Share anything you know about the history of your place and the people who owned it 
before 1865 as publicly as you can. (You are welcome to use this space for that work if 
you’d like)
j Invite the descendants of the enslaved community to your place and let them walk the 
land of their ancestors. You’ll find them – as I always have – to be gracious and 
respectful of your privacy.

Imagine what it would mean to ALL of us if we had these stories, these lineages, these 
places in common. Imagine if we weren’t afraid. Imagine we shared our history truthfully 
and fearlessly.  Oh, imagine, friends, the road we could walk together.

If you’ve worked with plantations owners to learn more about your ancestors, what has 
your experience been like? Or if you are a white plantation owner, what are your 
experiences or fears or hesitations about connecting with the descendants of enslaved 
people?  

Our Folk's Tales

A Word to White Plantation Owners 
(Continured from page 7)

Review of Finding Freedom article by Leslie Albrecht Huber in Family Tree Magazine 
January/February 2017 

Most of us are familiar with the Freedmen’s Bureau, but not everyone is aware that, in addition to maintaining 
records for freed African-American slaves, the Bureau’s records also contain information on former slave owners 
and white Southern residents who were displaced or in need of some type of assistance.  The Bureau was active 
in the states of the Confederacy plus the District of Columbia, Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia and Kentucky.   
This article goes into depth on the background of the records which cover the years 1865 to 1872 with limited 
records until 1878.  

Starting in 2015 Family Search led an effort to digitize the records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and 
Abandoned Lands.  The types of records vary by state but include marriage records, school records, bounty land 
records and numerous other court records.  Much of the article is devoted to how to understand and use the 
records and how to access them.  The records are searchable by name for free at www.discoverfreedmen.org.   
Ms Huber give hints on how to search at Family Search and Ancestry to get the most out of your time search and 
suggests several references.  An informative and educational article into an additional source for many of us.  

Note:  I have found the transcript of a court case in which my great-great grandfather was asked to identify a 
horse that a neighbor said was stolen.  

- Submitted by:  Jo Ann Given

By Andi Cumbo-Floyd
http://ourfolkstales.com/
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Census Data Submitted by Edgar Brown
Historical Commentary Written by 

Carolyn Hale Bruce

The city of Virginia Beach was incorporated 
in 1906. It mainly consisted of a small cluster 
of hotels and cottages with wide rocking 
chair lined porches, huddled in the dunes 
near the Sea Tack Lifesaving Station, which 
stoood at the Oceanfront and 24th street.

The Community had grown up there after a 
group of Norfolk Sportsmen, having 
constructed a wooden clubhouse at 17th 
Street in the early 1880s. They decided 
others would pay to enjoy the sand and surf! 
In 1883, a 75 guest hotel was constructed, 
appropriately named "The Virginia Beach 
Hotel".

Post card showing the boardwalk at Virginia Beach ca. 1910. It was built 
between 12th and 16th streets in 1888. It was a delight to the tourists who 
would come to the resort city in droves, creating a real "boom" period in 
the late 1880s.

They also formed the Virginia Beach Railroad and Improvement Company and built a narrow-gauge steam railroad 
from Norfolk to the beach. (Actually to get to the beach from Norfolk, one had to take a boat from Norfolk to 
Broad Creek Landing, where passengers bound for the beach caught the train for a 45 minute ride to the 
oceanside.)

In 1885, the group built, between present day 14th and 16th streets, the Princess Ann Hotel, an elegant, 139 
bedroom affair with its own steam heating plant and eletric light plant believed to have been the first in the State 
of Virginia.

Princess Ann Hotel
Though the railroad company failed and had to be reorganized about 
1887 with an infusion of capital from the Vanderbilt Family, the resort 
was by then enjoying a growth spurt.  Within a couple of years, there 
appeared 14 private cottages and several more hotels. In 1888, the 
boardwalk was built between 12th and 16th streets. Two years later, 
streets were "paved" wiith sea shells. 

More cottages sprang up from the dunes; more people became real 
residents of the community rather than summer visitors. In 1897, a 
grocery store opened on 17th Street, the railroad widened its track to 
standard gauge and constructed a branch line from Euclid Station (near 
Kempsville) to Princess Anne, Pungo, Creeds and Back Bay, ending at 

Munden's Point. This was a great wintertime boon to the resort, creating rail access to Back Bay's hunting and 
fishing.
In 1900, the railroad became the Norfolk and 
Southern Railroad Company. In 1902 its 
competition came from Chesapeake Transit 
Company, an electric traction railroad.  It ran 
to Virginia Beach via Cape Henry, a small 
community around the Lighthouses and Life 
Saving Stations there.  To compete, the N&S 
ran a line up the shore from its station near 
the Princess Anne Hotel to Cape Henry, 
paralleling the CTC line.

Norfolk and 
Southern Train 
Station at 17th 
Street in Virginia 
Beach. The 
railroad made its 
final passenger run 
in 1947. The tracks 
were removed and 
Pacific Avenue now 
occupies its north-
south corridor.
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In 1904, the N&S bought out the CTC, not only eliminating the competition but creating a "loop" from Norfolk to 
Virginia Beach adding to the resort city's drawing power and its growth. Thus in 1906, Virginia Beach officially 
incorporated with a mayor (Bernard P. Holland), a town hall and jail (between Lake Holly and Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church), and a policeman.

Unfortunately, the following year saw the demise by fire of the town's largest grandest hotel, the Princess 
Ann. The showplace caught fire at 4:30 am while all the guests were asleep.  Two Hotel empolyees perished in 
the conflagration, but miraculousy the guests all escaped, thanks to an alert sounded by a Richmond 
artillerman, though the entire building was said to have been engulfed in 15 minutes.

Had the fire occured the following night the hotel might have been saved because the next day the town's new 
water system would have been activated. As it was, a bucket brigade was all that prevented the fire from 
consuming the rest of the town.

In 30 years, the town had grown from a single hunt club for wealthy Norfolk businessmen to a growing seaside 
resort, tested by fire and found resilient. Much awaited the village over the next 85 years. The roots of the large 
city that we see around us today were firmly planted by the time the following heads of household were counted 
by the U.S. Census Bureau in 1910. The names, ages, and occupations of most are given. Those who were black 
are shown with a "B".

This is the 
intersection of 
17th Street and 
Atlantic Avenue, 
the residential 
and business 
center of the 
township of 
Virginia Beach 
as it appeared at 
the time of the 
1910 Federal 
Census.  
Businesses are 
on the right of 
Atlantic Avenue, 
including a Meat 
Market. 

This Article originally appeared 
in the VBGS Newsletter Volume 
12 Number 3 in 1995
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Virginia Beach Central Library Moves Genealogy Section
The Virginia Beach Meyera E Oberndorf Central Library (MEO Central) on Virginia Beach Blvd 
moved their entire genealogy section from downstairs to a larger area upstairs early this 
Summer.  When going up the main staircase, turn left and that entire area is devoted to 
genealogy now.  The library gives a Genealogy Book Tour several times a year.  Even if you 
have taken a tour in the past, it might be wise to take it again.  

Library class schedules can be found in the Virginian-Pilot, and online at the Library website:  
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/libraries/programs-classes.  Choose MEO Central for the Library.  
Under Event Type, choose Genealogy.  In October they are offering 2 Book Tours and a 2-part class on Using 
Genealogy Data Bases.  The Data Base class focuses on Ancestry.com and HeritageQuest.com.  The library also 
has a Genealogy Book Club.  See the library website for the particulars on the Club.  The Central Library has a large 
section of Confederate Civil War information with a concentration on North Carolina and Virginia Regiments.

FamilySearch Stops Microfilm Loans in September
FamilySearch states that they have most of their documents digitized and will no longer offer inter-library loans of 
the actual microfilm.  They are going to grant remote access to the digitized records to “affiliate libraries”.  The 
Virginia Beach Central Library is one of their affiliate libraries, and customers will be able to request and access 
microfilm records through the VB Central library.  VBCL is still in the process of setting up the remote access portal 
with them.  More to come.

You are probably familiar with Lisa Louise Cooke, owner of 
Genealogy Gems, a family history oriented multi-media 
company.  She is the author of many books dealing with 
various aspects of genealogy research and techniques.  She 
also produces and hosts the popular Genealogy Gems 
podcast, of which I am an enthusiastic fan.  Our Society has a 
premium subscription to her Genealogy Gems Societies 
package, which allows us to use her family history videos at 
our regular meetings as well as our Computer Users’ Group.  

Last spring she sent out an email announcing a new video 
(Institutional Records) for members of her premium podcast 
subscription.  One of our members, Karen Abbot, approached 
me in my role as coordinator of our Computer Users’ Group, to 
ask if we could show that video at one of our computer group 
meetings.  I told her that the Society package did not include 
all the Premium Podcast videos, so I was not sure whether we 
could show that one.  I told her that I would be attending the 
National Genealogy Society’s Conference in Raleigh soon and I 
would try to find out the answer.

While I was at the NGS conference, I stopped by Lisa’s booth and waited for her to finish her small group 
presentation.  Then I approached her and told her about our computer group and how we used her videos in that 
setting.  She thought that was a  unique use of them.  She quickly called her daughter over and with my 
permission, she began interviewing me about the computer group while her daughter made a video of our 
conversation with her phone.  For me, getting to meet her was one of the highlights of attending NGS.  And yes, 
she did give us permission to show the new video.

- Linda Brown 11



Our families may not be as famous (maybe yours is) but they are interesting and maybe 
some of us will find clues or matches by viewing each other’s ahnentafel.    If you have 
prepared an ahnentafel and would like it to be including in a future issue please send to 
firstlanding.vbgs@gmail.com.  This month we are going to start with the ahnentafel of 
Nancy Ann Norman, one of our Members at Large.  

Most of our members are probably familiar with ahnentafel (German for “ancestor table”) charts which is a 
genealogical numbering system allowing an individual to list their direct ancestors in a fixed sequence.    The 
subject is number 1, subject’s father is number 2, the mother is number three, paternal grandparents are 4 and 5 
and material grandparents 6 and 7.  This system can be continued as far back as the author has identified 
relatives. The first ahnentafel was prepared by Michael Eytziner in Thesaurus principum hac aetate in Europa 
viventium,  this table had Henry III of France as number 1. Michaël	Eytzinger
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micha%C3%ABl_Eytzinger


Nancy Ann Norman's 
Chart continued
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Nancy Ann Norman's 
Chart continued
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All About Ancestry's Suggested 
Records
When you're looking at a specific record on Ancestry, 
you might have noticed a section on the right called 
"Suggested Records." Did you know that Suggested 
Records are not the same as Hints? 

In this week's post, I talk about the difference between 
Hints and Suggested Records, where the Suggested 
Records come from, and whether or not you should 
use them. https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/should-you-
take-ancestrys-suggestions/ 

Click here to read this week's post, "Should You 
Take Ancestry's Suggestions?"

Until next time, Amy 15

Nancy Ann Norman's 
Chart continued

https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/should-you-take-ancestrys-suggestions/


 
 

New Member 

Annual dues cover January through December. Dues paid after Nov. 1 go to next year’s dues. 

Please print legibly. Our old eyes thank you!

1. Name: ____________________________________      2.  Date: ________

3. Paying for : ❑Individual Membership  $25
❑Household Membership  $35  2nd person in household: ______________ 

Checks Payable to: Virginia Beach Genealogical Society 

4. Address: Street & Apt., etc.: ______________________________________

City, State: ____________________________________ 

ZIP+4 (e.g. 23452-0001) (Tip: It’s on your Driver’s License) ___________ - _______ 

5. Telephone:  (        )  _____________  

6. E-mail address ___________________________________

7. Are you willing to volunteer?     Yes ❑     No ❑  Maybe ❑

….we search the world 

P.O. Box 62901    Virginia Beach, VA  

23466-2901   www.vbgsva.org 
http://www.vbgsva.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/renewal-of-

member-application.pdf

For Society Treasurer: 

Check # ______________ 

Amount: $ _________ 

Cash: $ ________ 

Date Rec’d: _______________ 

Click here for a Current Member 
Application Form

http://www.vbgsva.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/renewal-of-member-application.pdf



